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Problem loo 
block in park 
to be levelled 


Oldest dad’s wife investigated after media coverage 

MARRIAGE 


Church is 
plagued by 
metal thefts 


A derelict toilet block which has been targeted by 
vandals is to be pulled down in a Walsall park this 
month in a bid to cut anti-social behaviour. 

The removal of the building from Kings Hill park 
in Darlaston is part of a long-term five year plan to 
spruce up the area. 

Obscene graffiti has regularly been sprayed on the 
toilets and mess room with the Friends of Darlaston 
South Parks taking to painting it over themselves. 
The £20,000 demolition project is to start on Decem¬ 
ber 13. 

The work is expected to be completed by Christ¬ 
mas - weather permitting. Paths around the 
disused toilet block will also be removed along with 
shrubs and hedges around the block. 

It is one of steps to reduce crime, with other prob¬ 
lems on the green being caused by mini-motos and 
quad bikes. 

Walsall Council’s Greenspaces team and the 
Friends are working together on the package of 
improvements. 

Shrub removal and enhancement works are being 
undertaken in mid-January to help promote natural 
surveillance and security, which is being funded 
through S106 developer contribution from the TRW 
site. 

Almost £200,000 has been allocated for a series of 
landscape and security improvements. There are 
also plans to buy a covered youth shelter next year. 

Last year £40,000 was secured to fund footpath 
improvement work, new fencing, signage and the 
creation of a picnic area. 

Leisure chief councillor Anthony Harris, said: 
“We’re asking residents and members of the wider 
community who enjoy Kings Hill Park to bear with 
us while the demolition work takes place over the 
coming weeks and months.” 

Schools close 
due to weather 

Schools have been closed as heating and toilets 
broke down in another day of chaos caused by the 
weather. 

Millfields Nursery School in Lichfield Road, 
Bloxwich, was closed because of heating problems. 

The Church of England Primary School of St 
Edmund and St John in Dudley was also closed 
today due to heating difficulties, while the Dormston 
School in Sedgley was opening for years eight and 10 
from 8.45am-12.35pm only. 

Hillcrest School and Community College in 
Netherton was shut and engineers were working on 
the heating. 

Netherbrook Primary School was closed because 
of an electricity problem. 

The Dell Stadium in Brierley Hill was shut 
because pitches were frozen. 

The walk-in health centre in Dudley has been 
“extremely busy” over the last few days, health 
chiefs said. The onset of colds and people falling on 
ice has led to a surge in people using the facility at 
Holly Hall. 

Sarah Dugan, chief executive of NHS Dudley, said: 
“Winter is always a busier period for the NHS but 
over the past week with the freezing conditions our 
services are seeing an increase in people needing 
care. 

Calls to home emergency experts HomeServe are 
“snowballing” in Walsall as a result of the severe 
weather. 


NEWS LED 
TO CHARGES 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
The 26-year-old wife of Britain’s oldest dad 
of twins cheated nearly £7,000 of taxpayers’ 
money after failing to tell authorities she 
had married her 72-year-old husband. 

Lisa Roden, of Brownhills, hit the headlines 
after having twins by father-of-12 Richard 
Roden, who is 46 years her senior, in January 
2009. 

The news reports 
brought the Rodens’ mar¬ 
riage to the attention of 
Walsall Council and the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions, who had been 
shelling out council tax 
benefit and income support 
to someone they believed 
was a single mother. 

Roden appeared at 
Walsall Magistrates Court 
this week facing two 
charges of failing to notify 
authorities of a change in 
circumstances after she 
was overpaid a total of 
£6,901.58 between Febru¬ 
ary 2009 and January 2010. 
The 26-year-old, of Peake 
Crescent, who is eight months pregnant with the 
couple’s third child, admitted both charges and said she 
had sent off letters to both authorities when she 
married ex-welder Mr Roden in September 2009, but 
the letters must not have arrived. 

Miss Catherine McTighe, prosecuting, said: “This 
came to the attention of the national media on the first 
birthday of the twins. 

“She was interviewed under caution, she admitted 
that she had married in September 2009 and there had 
been two children born. 

“She considered she had lived with Mr Roden since 
the twins were born.” 

Roden, who had been paid the benefits as a single 
parent from a previous relationship since June 2002, 
said she had started to repay her council tax benefit five 
months ago. 

She was ordered to pay a £50 fine for each offence, 
£100 costs and a £15 victim surcharge. Roden said after 
the hearing: “I wrote letters, it’s not my fault they never 
arrived.” 

Richard Roden will become a father of 13 when the 
new arrival is born, which is expected at the end of 
January. He has 10 other children from two previous 
marriages. Lisa has a daughter, Bethany, now nine, 
from a previous relationship. 




Physiotherapist Kevin Harvey from Acorns Hospice, Walsall, who is in 
training to beat the world record for running dressed as a nurse. 


A physiotherapist is hoping to 
give a Walsall charity’s fundraising 
exploits a shot in the arm by claim¬ 
ing a peculiar world record at next 
year’s London Marathon. 

Kevin Harvey, who works at 
Acorns Children’s Hospice on Wal- 
stead Road, plans to run the famous 
race dressed in a nurse’s outfit. 

A veteran of six marathons, Kevin 
needs to beat three hours and 46 
minutes if he’s to eclipse the current 
Guinness world record, held by 


Andrew White. The race takes place 
on April 17 2011 and Kevin is 
already is training for the big day. 

“Training for the Marathon in 
April is hard,” Kevin said. “I’ll be 
running for hours through dark 
winter evenings. But that is tiny 
when compared to the reality of the 
lives of the families who use Acorns’ 
services and the challenges they 
face. 

To sponsor Kevin visit www.just- 
giving.com/nurseymarathon 


A church has been hit by metal thieves three times 
in as many months, leaving members to fork out 
hundreds of pounds in repairs. New Invention 
Methodist Church had to spend £600 on roof repairs. 

Lead was plundered from the main hall and 
storage buildings in the grounds. 

In the latest theft last month, members had to 
spend £285 from the Willenhall church’s reserves to 
replace the missing lead with special flashing mate¬ 
rial. 

Church member Brian Cadman said: “We could do 
without the lead thefts because we are a small, self- 
sufficient church, and we can’t afford these repair 
bills. There have been a lot of these thefts in the New 
Invention area.” 

The costly repairs have come at a bad time for the 
Lichfield Road church as it is trying to raise £5,000 
for a new central heating system. 

Church members launched the fundraising drive 
to replace the current ageing system, which was 
installed when the hall was rebuilt 20 years ago fol¬ 
lowing an arson attack. 

A recent fundraising gift day at the site raised 
more than £2,300 in two hours towards the cause. 

Wellwishers donated a total of £2,337 at a gift day 
and coffee morning on November 20 in aid of the new 
boiler for the annexe which is used for Sunday 
School, Boys and Girls Brigade meetings, a yoga 
club, table tennis group and a senior citizens’lunch¬ 
eon club. 

Meanwhile, a Christmas fair on November 26 
raised £924 - the highest in recent years from the 
annual event. This sum will be put towards the roof 
repairs and general running costs at the site. 

Mr Cadman said the congregation had been over¬ 
whelmed by the support given. 

Cold is costing 
local business 

West Midlands companies have been losing nearly 
£73 million a day as the freezing conditions lead to 
cancelled trains, airport shut-downs and road clo¬ 
sures, according to a new report. 

A survey of companies by the Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce Group found 39 per cent of its 
members said the bad weather was having a nega¬ 
tive impact on their businesses. 

Ross Gurdin, policy adviser at the chamber, said: 
“The last spell of snow and ice in January this year 
cost 52.9 per cent of chamber members as much as 
£10,000 each. 

“It is estimated the current bad weather could cost 
the West Midlands £72.7m per day.” 

The latest survey showed businesses were losing 
money because 63 per cent of staff were absent and 
56 per cent were late for work. 

Half of the companies quizzed in the survey had to 
increase heating which had increased costs, while 32 
per cent had lost business through late deliveries. 

Sixty one per cent of businesses have said that 
technology was helping cope with some of the prob¬ 
lems, with people using conference calling or being 
able to work from home. 

The chamber said companies it had surveyed were 
now calling on the Government to keep transport 
moving as much as possible, to invest in British 
manufactured equipment to clear snow and to invest 
in more stock piles of grit. 

The survey also called for better, more resilient, 
public transport. 
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Fish face 
threat of 
freezing 

Fish are dying and thousands more 
are at risk after a fishing pool in Wil- 
lenhall froze over during the cold 
spell. 

Carp and other breeds have been 
seen floating on the surface of the 
fishing pool at Willenhall Memorial 
Park. It’s believed plummeting tem¬ 
peratures have created a thick layer of 
ice on top of the pool, leaving fish 
starved of oxygen in the shallow 
waters. Mini-diggers have been taken 
on to smash through the ice and help 
the fish to breathe. 

Park chiefs have sought advice from 
the Environment Agency and will 
review the pool this week to see if they 
need to install an oxygen pump to save 
the fish. 

It comes amid warnings that the 
freezing temperatures, which last 
week dipped as low as -12C (10F), 
could continue this week. 

It has been suggested by anglers 
who use the pool that up to 5,000 fish, 
worth around £20,000, are at risk. 

Councillor Carl Creaney, represen¬ 
tative for Willenhall South, said: “We 
could lose the entire fish stock 
because of the cold weather. 

“We are talking about around 5,000 
fish. 

“Looking after these fish is a 
complex operation because you cannot 
just up and move them due to the 
dangers of contaminating other 
pools.” 

The pool has undergone more than 
£125,000 of repairs after subsidence 
made it difficult for disabled fisher¬ 
men to cast a line there. 

Village ready 
for festivities 

Festivities in Aldridge will be 
aiming to get villagers into the Christ¬ 
mas spirit. 

The event this Saturday will 
include carol singing, a visit from 
Father Christmas and stars from the 
village pantomime and will run 
between 10am and 3pm at Aldridge 
Shopping Centre off Anchor Road. 

It has been organised by Aldridge 
Village Business Partnership and 
Walsall Council’s district centre man¬ 
agement team. 

Choirs from Cooper & Jordan 
Primary School, Leighswood Primary 
School, St Mary of the Angels Catholic 
Primary School, CHB Performing 
Arts and Aldridge Parish Church will 
entertain visitors with seasonal 
songs. Characters from Aldridge 
Youth Theatre’s Sleeping Beauty pan¬ 
tomime will also be out and about in 
the village. 


Aim for Olympics 

Pupils at a Walsall school have 
passed a first aid qualification - and 
now have their sights set on volun¬ 
teering for the 2012 Olympics. 

Around 30 A-level students at 
Alumwell Business and Enterprise 
College, Primley Avenue took part in a 
day-long course. They hope the extra 
qualification will be a boost to their 
CVs. 

The Year 12 pupils, who are aged 16 
and 17, are now waiting to see if their 
Olympic volunteer applications will 
be successful. 


Backseat baby Lacey just wouldn’t wait 



Lacey-Rae Duckhouse with proud 
mum, Claire Duckhouse and her 
sister, Jackie Duckhouse. 


Little Lacey-Rae Duckhouse had a 
dramatic entrance into the world - 
she was delivered by her aunt in the 
back of her grandfather’s car as he 
raced to the hospital. 

Her mother Claire went into labour 
three weeks early and was rushed to 
Walsall Manor Hospital in her father 
Christopher’s car along with sister 
Jackie, aged 25. 

But six minutes into the journey 
from Rutherford Road, Beechdale, 
Lacey started to make an appear¬ 
ance. 

Jackie leapt into the back seat and 
moments later delivered the baby as 
welder Christopher, 52, continued 
through the traffic to the hospital. 


Mother-of-one Jackie, of Darwin 
Road, Beechdale, said, although ter¬ 
rifying, it had been the “best experi¬ 
ence ever”. 

“I was sat in the front seat of the car 
and my sister was saying the head’s 
out so I climbed over to get to her,” she 
said. 

Scared 

“I was scared because I didn’t know 
what to do but I just thought ‘I’ve got 
to get stuck in’. It was the best expe¬ 
rience ever. 

“All that fear went away. I was glad 
there were no complications. When 
we got to the hospital the baby was 
still attached to my sister so the 


nurses had to bring her in and cut the 
cord.” Claire, 28, said: “It all hap¬ 
pened so fast. It was all over after six 
minutes. I was really shocked. 

“ I thought I would have made it to 
the hospital. 

“When we got to the hospital the 
midwife said my sister had done a 
good job.” 

Lacey-Rae weighed in at 61bs 3oz at 
the hospital last Saturday. 

Claire, who lives with her partner 
and father of Lacey-Rae, Christopher 
Brannigan, 27, has two other chil¬ 
dren Ryan, 11, and Isabelle, four. 

She added: “She’s settling in really 
well.” 


Pubs and off-licences 
facing £20,000 fines 


Pubs, clubs and off-licences in Walsall which sell booze to 
anyone under the legal age face fines of £20,000 under tough 
new laws being called for by council chiefs. The current 
penalty is £10,000. 

Trouble spots need stricter rules and regulations and harsher pun¬ 
ishments, the council’s safety boss said. Licensing chiefs at the 
council want to see laws brought in that will enable them to hand out 
bigger fines fines to anyone caught selling alcohol to underage cus- 
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Director 
is named 

The new non-executive director of 
Walsall Manor Hospital has been 
announced as Dr Phil Begg. 

Dr Begg has been appointed following 
the departure of Sue James, and is asso¬ 
ciate dean at the School of Health and 
Wellbeing at the University of Wolver¬ 
hampton. He is also chairman of NHS 
Walsall Community Health. 

He said: “I am delighted to be joining 
the board of the Manor Hospital at this 
really exciting time, the NHS is undergo¬ 
ing one of the most comprehensive trans¬ 
formations since its start in 1948, and to 
be part of this is a privilege. 

“I hope that in bringing my experience 
as a clinician, educator and strategic 
manager will add something helpful.” 

He is also a visiting professor of clinical 
sciences at the University of Kentucky in 
the USA, and honorary senior lecturer at 
the University of Birmingham Medical 
School. 

Museum adds 
extra dine date 

Christmas dinner bookings at Walsall 
Leather Museum have been so popular 
that an extra date has been added. 

The dinners which are available at the 
Littleton Street West museum at 
12.30pm on December 10 and December 
16, but will now also be available on 
December 20. 

The two-course meals, at £8.50 each, 
will be served at the Saddle Room cafe. 
For more information or to book, call 
07535128926. 


tomers. 

The council also wants con¬ 
cerns about crime from the police, 
NHS and the wider community 
are considered in greater depth. 

Communities chief Councillor 
Zahid Ali, said they had not 
“cracked all the problems” in the 
borough’s problem nightspots. 

He said new, harsher laws were 
now needed to deal with the prob¬ 
lems. 

The new laws would also 
enable the council to restrict 
premises for selling alcohol late 
at night. 

They would allow anyone to 
comment on licensing applica¬ 
tions, including representatives 
of the wider community, not just 
those living nearby. 

Contribute 

They would also allow the 
council to charge more for late 
night licences so premises would 
be forced to contribute towards 
the cost of policing. 

Councillor Ali said: “These new 
powers will enable us to enforce 
the existing licensing laws more 
effectively.” 

The council is now calling for 
the laws to be approved by Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Troubled clubs have included 
Studio 45 in Walsall town centre. 

It originally closed on police 
advice in January 2007, after 
problems under previous owners. 

A spate of violent incidents at 
the club included two woundings 
within half an hour on a Saturday 
night and customers arriving 
armed with knuckle dusters. 

But it is now in the process of 
being renovated and is set to 
reopen next year under new man¬ 
agement. 

Capital Leisure, which also 
runs the Coliseum in Bradford 
Street, has bought the building 
and vowed to open it again in the 
future as a nightspot. 



Pupils Bethany Haddon, Paramdeep Kaur, Manvir Jhutty, Eleanor Potts, 
and Chelsea Russell, all aged 12. 


Hundreds of children at a Willen¬ 
hall school raised more than £1,000 
for charity with a sponsored skipping 
event. 

The 220 pupils at Pool Hayes 
School, Castle Drive, got into groups 
of six and each one continuously 
skipped with a jump rope for an hour 
in aid of the British Heart Founda¬ 
tion. 

PE teacher Adele Sarginson said 


the event was the school’s second 
annual fundraiser for the charity, 
and was part of its “cross-curricular” 
week where more than one depart¬ 
ment worked together. 

On the same day the Year Eight 
children did the sponsored skip, they 
also had a session in the science lab 
where they dissected a lamb’s heart 
and learnt about how to keep their 
own hearts healthy. 


Town’s 
Tesco is 
opened 

It has taken eight months of work 
and cost £55 million and now 
Walsall’s Tesco Extra supermarket 
has finally opened. 

Shoppers flocked to check out the 
store at the heart of the town centre. 
Council chiefs welcomed the store, 
which has created 230 jobs, as a “fan¬ 
tastic employment opportunity”, 
while shoppers today gave it a big 
thumbs up. 

Grandmother-of-10 Jane Hawkins 
was among the first shoppers through 
the doors and described it as ‘lovely’. 

“It’s really big and I only had a 
quick look around it this morning. But 
I’m going to come back and have a 
look at everything properly later on. 

“I think it will be brilliant for 
Walsall as it means people can come 
here and get everything they want,” 
added the 51-year-old support worker 
for the Society for the Blind. 

Council leader Mike Bird welcomed 
the store but warned they must be 
aware of the implications for the rest 
of the town. 

“I think it’s a fantastic employment 
opportunity,” said Councillor Bird. “It 
is a huge store with 750 car parking 
spaces. We have to be aware of the 
implications that that may have for 
the town centre. 

“But this is a good news story, it’s a 
huge store and the creation of employ¬ 
ment in the town must be celebrated.” 

Food service 
to be reduced 

A canteen service for hundreds of 
Walsall Council workers faces being 
scaled back following the move to a 
new depot. 

Council chiefs are looking to save 
£108,000 over the next three years 
which could impact on the hot meals 
service offered to staff. A “reduced 
provision of canteen facility” is being 
proposed by the authority when street 
cleaning staff relocate to the depot in 
Pelsall Road. Around 400 workers 
will move to the old Wagon Automo¬ 
tive factory site. 

Bosses have insisted they are 
looking at how hot food can be pro¬ 
vided. The town’s transport chief has 
admitted staff are not expected to be 
on site a lot of the time. 

Councillor Tom Ansell said: “Most 
people who are going to be at the depot 
are going to be out and about most of 
the time. We want people out and 
about.” There is a canteen at the 
council depot in Norfolk Place, 
Leamore. 

Drink driver is 
handed a ban 

A drink-driver from Brownhills 
who was over the legal limit has been 
banned from the road for 12 months. 

Roger Fletcher, aged 60, was 
breathalysed on Silver Street on 
November 19 and recorded 52 micro¬ 
grams of alcohol in 100 millilitres of 
breath, the limit is 35. 

The 60-year-old, of Shannon Drive, 
pleaded guilty at Walsall Magistrates 
Court. He was fined £250 and ordered 
to pay £85 costs and £15 victim sur¬ 
charge. 
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Mansions is bid rejected 


A scheme to convert a Walsall 
pub into one of the borough’s 
biggest homes and build four £1 
million mansions nearby has 
been thrown out. 

The proposed revamp of the 
former Three Crowns pub in 
Sutton Road was turned down by 
Walsall Council planners after it 
was judged as an inappropriate 
development in the green belt. 

Revised plans involved a 


luxury home with indoor swim¬ 
ming pool, six bedrooms, five 
bathrooms, living room, dining 
room, kitchen and gym. Four 
other six-bedroom homes worth 
about £lm each were planned 
alongside the 1930s building 
which closed as a pub more than 
three years ago. 

Mike Lapworth, speaking on 
behalf of the applicants Lap- 
worth Partnership, said it was a 


good use for the site and a way to 
retain a landmark building. 

St Matthew’s Councillor 
Mohammed Arif also spoke in 
favour of the proposal. 

He said: “I would rather see a 
high quality development there 
than apartments.” But more 
than 30 complaints were regis¬ 
tered with the council relating to 
over-development, loss of green 
belt and lack of consultation. 


Jobs hope for home 


More than 40 jobs could be created 
after plans to build a new 50-bedroom 
care home on a former Walsall pub 
site were given the go-ahead. 

The accommodation block for old 
people is to be built on land off the old 
Swan and Cues on the corner of 
Harden Road after Walsall Council 
planning chiefs approved the applica¬ 
tion. 

Ideal Care Homes will build a 
three-storey residential block at the 


junction of Coalpool Lane. The appli¬ 
cation submitted by Phil Brock, on 
behalf of LNT Construction, said: “At 
this stage, it is estimated the 50-bed 
care home proposed would provide for 
between 38 and 48 jobs. 

“This represents the total employ¬ 
ment generation and not the number 
of staff present on site at any one time. 

Councillor Mike Bird said: “It was a 
terrible old pub. The scheme will 
provide jobs in the area.” 


Markets 
enjoying 
a boom 

Markets across the 
region are enjoying a 
boom as shoppers hunt 
for Christmas bargains. 

Traders say they have 
been boosted by a surge 
in customers as many are 
forced to watch every 
penny. 

Markets such as 
Bescot at Banks’s 
Stadium, Walsall, and 
the newly-relaunched 
pitch at Brownhills have 
experienced a rise 
recently. 

Dermot McGillicuddy, 
of LSD Promotions which 
runs Bescot and Brown- 
hills markets said there 
was a marked rise in 
shoppers. 

“There has certainly 
been an upsurge,” he 
said. 

“With it being Christ¬ 
mas times are tight and 
people are being very 
careful what they spend. 

“Markets are known to 
give really good value 
and traders themselves 
are finding it hard and 
are selling cheaper 
because they have to. 

“The last couple of 
weeks Bescot has been 
very good and Brownhills 
is still a full market. 

“Things are going 
better than expected in 
the current economic 
conditions which are 
very tough.” 

Ban was 
breached 

A supporter who 
breached his football 
banning order by going to 
a Walsall FC game has 
been hit with a £200 bill. 

Michael Jarvis was 
spotted at the FA Cup 
first round replay with 
Fleetwood Town at the 
Banks’s Stadium on 
November 16. The 51- 
year-old from Blackpool 
was banned from all foot¬ 
ball games for three 
years in 2009. He was 
seen by police and 
arrested. 

He pleaded guilty at 
Walsall Magistrates 
Court to failing to comply 
with the order. 

He was fined£100 with 
£100 in costs. 


Gang sent to prison 
over £17m VAT fraud 



Harbinder Singh 
Samra 



Syed Faraz Hussain. Russell Crowther. 


Five gang members, including a man shot 
by a mystery gunman outside a pub in 
Walsall, have been locked up for stealing 
£17 million in a sophisticated VAT fraud. 

The gang was led by Harbinder Singh Samra, 
who was shot four times getting into his £250,000 
Rolls Royce Phantom outside the Hardwick Arms 
pub, Streetly. 

The 40-year-old, jailed for four and a half years at 
London’s Southwark Crown Court this week, was given 
an additional one year and three months for 113 sepa¬ 
rate counts of contempt of court. He failed to declare 
assets of £750,000 and was 
banned from being a company 
director for five years. 

The fraud centred on the 
mobile phones and was busted 
after a four-and-a-half-year 
investigation by HM Revenue 
& Customs. 

Paperwork found in searches 
of gang houses showed they 
planned to steal an additional 
£300m of VAT. The gang bought 
several houses worth more 
than £lm, a £165,000 Ferrari 
and a £lm villa in Spain. 

Mobile phone accessories and 
electronic media including 
memory and SIM cards from 
the EU were imported. 

Goods were sold on a number 
of times along a contrived 
supply chain and would be 
exported back in the EU. The 
exporter would claim a VAT 
credit from HMRC for the VAT 
paid on the purchase of the 
goods. 

Admitted 


Bus route getting 
diverted to help 

Bus service Arriva Midlands has diverted 
its service 2, which travels from Cannock to 
Walsall via Bloxwich. The company was 
asked to divert its bus after rival operator 
Midland withdrew its commercial 5 service 
which travelled around some of Bloxwich’s 
main routes. 

Service 2 will now travel along Turnberry 
Road, Broad Lane and Bell Lane between the 
A34, Stafford Road and Bloxwich High Street. 

It will also take in Somerfield Road and 
Leamore Lane between High Street and 
Bloxwich Road. The service operates on 
Mondays to Saturdays. Keith Myatt, commu¬ 
nications manager of Arriva Midlands, said: 
“The changes being introduced to service 2 
follow consultation with Centro.” 


Defendants admitted con¬ 
spiracy to cheat the public 
revenue. Samra, a director of 
Goldfree Ltd of Birmingham, 
who lived in Sutton Coldfield, 
who was shot in 2006, was 
jailed with Ardip Singh Hayre, 
27 of Lovelace Avenue, Solihull, 
who was sentenced to two years 
and 10 months in prison. 

Terence Thomas Broad, 65, of 
Brown Edge, Stoke-on-Trent, 
was sentenced to one year and 
four months. 

Russell Crowther, 48 of 
Abergele, Conwy, North Wales, 
was sentenced to two years and 
three months and Syed Faraz 
Hussain, 28 of Woking, Surrey, 
was sentenced to two years and 
10 months in prison. Other 
defendants were also banned 
from being directors. Cameron 
Charles Thurston, 35 of Surrey, 
is to be sentenced this week. 



Margaret Lipscombe from the Tree Council with Chuckery Primary pupils 
Fleur Palmer-Paquis and Tauheed Arif, both aged 10, who helped. 


Volunteers braved the bad weather 
to plant 1,000 new trees and shrubs in 
Walsall Arboretum. 

People pulled on their wellies and 
grabbed their spades to plant the 
trees in the park’s extension, near the 
cricket club. 

In total, The Woodland Trust is pro¬ 
viding 3,000 trees and shrubs and the 
Tree Council another 1,000 fruiting 
trees and shrubs. 

Walsall Arboretum User Group 


organised the work, along with the 
green spaces department at the 
council. Jo Lester, chairman of 
Walsall Arboretum User Group, said: 
“This is a major tree planting initia¬ 
tive to provide a greener future.” 

As well as group members and vol¬ 
unteers schoolchildren from Chuck¬ 
ery Primary took part in the planting. 

Also there will be 260 old trees 
removed from the park as part of its 
revamp. 


thtthranicla 


Lack of sites 
puts future 
jobs at risk 

Future job opportunities in Walsall may be at risk 
after a new regeneration study found the borough 
lacks suitable sites for industrial development. The 
findings are due to be discussed by councillors. 

Walsall is involved in the creation of a new joint 
core strategy with its neighbours to work together on 
key issues such as retail, house building and employ¬ 
ment. The resource-sharing project with Wolver¬ 
hampton, Sandwell and Dudley has already saved 
the councils £1 million. 

This was done by combining legal and staff costs 
to convert the ideas into policy. But key findings for 
Walsall include the shortage of suitable land for 
potential employers to move to. A planning inspec¬ 
tion report will be discussed. 

The report stated: “Walsall has a shortfall of 
vacant readily available land for industrial invest¬ 
ment. It will therefore be very important to ensure 
that good quality employment land, whether vacant 
or occupied, is not lost to other users. 

“Otherwise investment and jobs could be 
adversely affected in future, harming the borough’s 
regeneration prospects. If the required land is not 
brought forward in sufficient quantities the inspec¬ 
tors consider there may be need to be a full review of 
the plan.” 

It further stated there was a clear short-term need 
for land for both smaller and larger businesses. 

Other findings include a new cinema was a prior¬ 
ity for Walsall town centre and should be the focus 
for more office development. 

The report also recommended the land near York’s 
Bridge, Norton Road, Pelsall be identified as a site 
for fire clay extraction. The Black Country Joint 
Core Strategy has been put together to shape the 
future of the region up to 2026. 


Boss appeals to 
good neighbours 

A director at Walsall’s Primary Care Trust (PCT) 
is appealing for people to be good neighbours to vul¬ 
nerable residents this winter. 

Susan Laverty, joint interim director of public 
health at NHS Walsall, said older people in the town 
are most at risk in the cold weather and their neigh¬ 
bours lending them a hand could make all the differ¬ 
ence. 

She said: “In the freezing conditions we have at 
present, being a good neighbour can literally make 
the difference between life and death. I would ask 
people to take a small amount of their time to follow 
a few basic principles of caring for those who are 
most vulnerable.” 

She appealed for householders to call in on older 
and more vulnerable neighbours and make sure they 
are safe and well and their homes are warm enough, 
especially at night. Also to ensure they have stocks 
of food and medicines so they don’t have to venture 
out in the cold. 

Winter always places more pressure on health 
services through increased cases of flu, colds and 
vomiting. For tips on how to tackle winter, visit 
www.walsall.nhs.uk 


Friends of hospice 
given special honour 

A charity support group was honoured at a special 
ceremony hosted by the Walsall Voluntary Action 
Group. 

Sister Dora Friends of Walsall Hospice has been 
raising money for the new hospice in Walsall for 
more than 15 years. 

From charity golf days to pig roasts, the group has 
so far raised £35,000 to create a specialist bathroom 
at the hospice. 

Terry Robshaw, director of operations, said: “I 
would like to congratulate the Sister Dora Friends 
Group on their fantastic achievement and say that 
the award is a fitting tribute to, and in recognition 
of, all their efforts and support to the charity.” 
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Calls for 
vote rig 
inquiry 

Calls have been made for an investi¬ 
gation into vote rigging at Walsall 
Council after a Tory party member and 
son of a councillor was locked up for 
electoral fraud. 

Ali Hayder Munir, who has been 
expelled from the Conservative party, 
was jailed for three months after 
admitting two charges of making false 
applications for proxy votes. 

He is the son of Palfrey representa¬ 
tive Mohammed Munir, who was also 
charged with election fraud but 
cleared of any wrongdoing. 

Labour leader Councillor Tim 
Oliver is now demanding an inquiry 
into the council, saying it is not enough 
“to wait for the police to catch the bad 
apples”. 

But Walsall Council leader Mike 
Bird said there was no need for an 
investigation and the police and 
Crown Prosecution Service were doing 
their jobs well and rooting out any cor¬ 
ruption. 

Councillor Oliver said past calls to 
investigate what was happening in the 
borough’s three Conservative con¬ 
stituency parties had been ignored. 

He said: “The conviction of Ali 
Munir is deeply worrying for all 
involved in the democratic process in 
Walsall. 

“It’s not enough for political parties 
to wait for the police to catch the bad 
apples.” But Councillor Bird said cor¬ 
ruption could occur in any political 
party - and highlighted the Birming¬ 
ham election scandal in 2005 when six 
Labour councillors were found guilty 
of vote-rigging and Judge Richard 
Mawrey said electoral fraud in the city 
would “disgrace a banana republic”. 

Chairman 
gives £1,000 

An elderly woman presented a 
Walsall charity with a cheque for 
£ 1 , 000 . 

Anne Wrighton, aged 86, of Castle 
Drive, Willenhall, is chairman of the 
Willenhall Area Relief Rehabilitation 
and Nursing Trust (Warrant), and 
presented the cheque to Walsall 
Hospice. 

The trust has donated thousands to 
Black Country charities, gained 
through the interest on donations and 
invested during the Second World 
War. It has also donated cash to 
Walsall Manor Hospital, Willenhall 
Nursing Association and New Cross 
Hospital. 

Mrs Wrighton said: “One never 
knows who is the next person to go in 
to a hospice. I have nursed friends 
with cancer and I know there’s a need 
for the hospice. We need another 
hospice in Walsall, for the Walsall 
people.” 


Charities boost 

People on a housing estate raised 
almost £900 for two charities at a com¬ 
munity social night. Burrowes Street 
Tenant Management Organisation 
arranged entertainment, held a raffle 
and a collection to raise a total of 
£889.60. Proceeds from the event held 
at the TMO community room, Bur¬ 
rowes Street, in October have been 
donated to the Help For Heroes 
charity and Diabetes UK. 


Second award win 


Staff and pupils from a Walsall sec¬ 
ondary school are celebrating after 
winning their second national award 
in the past year. 

Joseph Leckie Community Tech¬ 
nology College, Delves, has been 
named the winner of the Children 
and Young People Now National 
Extended School Award. 

Education secretary Michael Gove 
made the announcement. It comes 


after Joseph Leckie won the Con- 
tinYou Learning Exchange Award for 
2009 to 2010. 

Since being designated as an 
extended school six years ago, the 
college has offered services to benefit 
children, young people, their families 
and the community as a whole. 

The services include a free break¬ 
fast club and after college study 
support. 


Old photos wanted 


People are reminded they can 
submit their old and new photos of 
high streets as part of a nostalgic 
BBC programme. Walsall’s Local 
History Centre, libraries, museum 
and district centre managers are 
encouraging people to record memo¬ 
ries of shops and shopping. The 
project is being run with the BBC 
series Turn Back Time the High 
Street, being shown during Novem¬ 


ber and December. Each week the 
programme takes a group of shop¬ 
keepers back to the 1870s and then 
forward through time. Aldridge, 
Bloxwich, Brownhills, Darlaston and 
Willenhall libraries as well as the 
museum will have photos and maps 
on display. People can bring photos in 
to the museum and from Tuesday to 
Friday between 10am and 5pm and 
on Saturday from 10am to 4pm. 


Blatant thieves steal 
scaffolding from yard 


Metal thieves got away with £3,500 of scaffolding after 
driving into a maintenance yard in Walsall and loading the 
poles into their van as workmen watched. 

Staff at the maintenance yard, in Bescot Road under Junction 9 of 
the M6, Walsall, assumed the thieves were legitimate workers. Police 
are now appealing for information to track down the gang. The stolen 
scaffolding was 8-inch cup lock poles bearing the logo of the owner, 
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Crime in the 
town shows 
a fall, claim 


Anti-social behaviour, including youths drink¬ 
ing in parks, graffiti scrawled on buildings and 
gangs being rowdy in the streets and intimidating 
passers-by, is falling in a Walsall town, police have 
claimed. 

In October 2007 there were 290 reports of anti¬ 
social behaviour in Darlaston. 

But in October 2010, there were 153 calls made 
to West Midlands Police after patrols in areas like 
public parks were stepped up and litter picks and 
graffiti clean-ups organised to help ease the prob¬ 
lems. 

A police car has also been dedicated to patrol the 
streets between 2pm and 10pm every day on the 
look out for trouble. 

Sgt Jo Winters said today: “We take anti-social 
behaviour very seriously and treat this as a prior- 
ity. 

“We have been working very closely with Lyndon 
Parkes, the new neighbourhood manager from the 
area, and since the summer I have only seen good 
things happen in relation to anti-social behaviour 
in the area.” 

Derelict 

Officers and the council have removed unsightly 
graffiti from the derelict buildings which are 
owned by Darlaston FC. 

Future plans include bollards being fitted to 
prevent vehicle access to the buildings and officers 
will continue to patrol. 

In October 2007 there were 290 calls of anti¬ 
social behaviour to the police, followed by 180 in 
October 2008, 198 in October 2009 and 153 in 
October of this year. 

In Victoria Park, which has been dogged by prob¬ 
lems for years, officers have increased patrols and 
any youths found boozing or misbehaving are dealt 
with by police and reported to the anti-social 
behaviour unit at Walsall Council. 

Shrubs and trees have also been cut back around 
the children’s play area to give better visibility and 
to create a safter environment for children and 
families. 


Sgb Harsco Ltd. 

Pc Neil Gardiner, of 
Walsall police, said: “The 
thieves seem to have 
come on site and loaded 
the scaffolding in full 
view of staff who may 
have thought they were 
there legitimately. 

“We are appealing for 
anyone in the vicinity at 
the time to cast their 
minds back and to report 
anything which may help 
trace the thieves. 

“Can they remember 
any vehicles on site that 
haven’t been there since 
or any descriptions of the 
thieves? 

“Any information no 
matter how small may 
help us piece together 
enough information to 
secure an arrest.” 

Incidents 

The theft took place 
between 9am and 11am 
on November 25. 

Metal thieves have hit 
the region hard in recent 
months, with more than 
900 incidents in just a 
three-month period. 

The crime wave has 
been fuelled by soaring 
metal prices, which have 
been triggered by con¬ 
struction booms in the 
Middle East. 

In the past few weeks, 
thieves have stolen 
copper cable between 
temporary traffic lights 
in Willenhall and £1,000 
of scrap brass castings 
from Abbey Saddlery, 
Walsall. 

On November 21, 
£25,000 of copper was 
taken from PR Metals 
Ltd, Brownhills and 
£15,000 of manhole 
covers from Willenhall, 
Darlaston and Moxley in 
October. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion on the scaffolding 
theft can call Pc Gardiner 
on 0345 113 5000 exten¬ 
sion 7881 6871. 



Mayor Councillor Gary Clarke and Mayoress Mrs Yvonne Clarke meet 
local youngsters and Father Christmas. 



Father Christmas arrives on his sleigh at Lower Farm for the switch on. 


Christmas has well and truly 
arrived on a Walsall estate. 

Lower Farm saw the arrival of 
Santa and the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Walsall for the annual switching- 
on of the estate’s Christmas tree 
lights. 

Councillor Gary Clarke and Mrs. 
Yvonne Clarke were joined by local 
youngsters and parents on Friday 
night to welcome the arrival of 
Father Christmas on his sleigh. 

Despite a lower turn-out than 
usual due to the bitterly cold 
weather, the event went off without a 
hitch after both Santa and the Mayor 
were surrounded by eager young¬ 
sters on the snow-covered traffic 
island in Buxton Road, with many 
other local people looking on as the 
Mayor switched on the lights. 


Words and pictures by 
Stuart Williams 

Since 1996, Lower Farm has had a 
Christmas tree with lights, a tradi¬ 
tion founded and organised by Mrs. 
Maggie Bull and the now disbanded 
Lower Farm Community Association 
who for many years arranged for the 
collection of donations in support of 
the tree and lights. 

This year, as with last, when the 
lights were supported by the commu¬ 
nity, the tree was donated by gener¬ 
ous Bloxwich East Councillors Les 
Bealey and Bill Tweddle, and 
installed by Walsall Council 
workmen. Councillor Tweddle, who 
has been ill for some months, was 
sadly unable to attend the ceremony 
but was represented by co-donor 
Councillor Bealey. 


Plan for 
estate is 
rejected 

Plans to transform wasteland off 
Reedswood Way, near Reedswood 
Retail Park, Walsall, into a 140 home 
estate have been refused. 

Planning bosses said it was the 
borough’s best spot for business devel¬ 
opment. 

Councillors went along with a rec¬ 
ommendation to refuse the applica¬ 
tion for outline planning permission 
submitted by developer Parkhill 
Estates Ltd, based in Newport. 
Walsall Council planners described 
the location as the borough’s “current 
best single strategic site for employ¬ 
ment development”. 

In a report to the planning commit¬ 
tee planning officer Andrew Thomp¬ 
son said: “The presumption is to 
retain the site in employment use 
unless there is a material considera¬ 
tion that outweighs this retention. 

“The applicant’s case to justify the 
departure has been set out but is not 
seen as correct or conclusive.” 

Parkhill Estates Ltd’s proposal was 
stalled by officers demanding more 
information on the scheme. 

Paddock councillor Zahid Ali spoke 
in favour of the scheme claiming it 
could create employment opportuni¬ 
ties. 

Bentley and Darlaston North 
Councillor Bill Madeley, who spoke 
against the scheme, said: “Prime 
industrial sites are being built on and 
that always concerns me.” 

Visitors from 
Middle East 

An international friendship group 
in Walsall played host to visitors from 
Palestine as part of a project. 

Abdalsater Yasin and Mohammed 
Awadallah from the Middle East, 
visited the borough as guests of 
Walsall Kobar Friendship Associa¬ 
tion. The visitors live in Kobar near 
Ramallah in the West Bank of Pales¬ 
tine. 

Mr Yasin, the co-ordinator, Mr 
Awadallah, a dental student, spent 10 
days visiting projects. As a result of 
the visit internet links are to be devel¬ 
oped between Blue Coat Performing 
Arts College, Birmingham Street, and 
Palfrey Junior School, in Milton 
Street, and Butts Primary Schools, 
Butts Road, with schools in Kobar, 
which has a population of 4,000. 

Review for 
killer Morris 

Cannock Chase child killer 
Raymond Morris will have his case 
reviewed on December 16. 

The 81-year-old, who is fighting to 
clear his name, will have a top judge 
review his case at Leeds Administra¬ 
tive Court. 

Morris has been in jail for 42 years 
for the murder of seven-year-old 
Walsall girl Christine Darby in 1967. 

The former engineer from Green 
Lane, Walsall, is the prime suspect in 
the killings of schoolgirls Margaret 
Reynolds of Aston and Diane Tift from 
Bloxwich.His bid for an appeal was 
rejected by the Criminal Cases 
Review Commission in June but next 
month’s hearing will be a judicial 
review of that decision. 
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Rat droppings shut chippy 


A town centre fish and chip 
shop has been closed down after 
rat droppings were found there. 

Walsall Council environmen¬ 
tal health officers shut Saddlers 
Fish Bar, Bradford Street, after 
an inspection following two com¬ 
plaints. 

Droppings were found on the 
cellar floor, bin store, inside a 
cupboard and also the kitchen by 
officers. A temporary closure 


notice was immediately enforced 
on the premises. 

A Hygiene Emergency Prohibi¬ 
tion Order was granted at 
Walsall Magistrates Court last 
week to ensure premises are 
closed until cleared of rodents. 

An inspection was taking place 
in the hope of allowing the shop 
to trade again. 

Efforts have already taken 
place to clean up the site. No-one 


from the business was present at 
court. Afood shop, the Desi Sweet 
Centre, Walsall Road, Willen- 
hall, was temporarily closed 
earlier this year after mice drop¬ 
pings were found. 

Elsewhere a businessman was 
found guilty of running a fast 
food takeaway covered with rat 
droppings, grease and grime and 
with drains that allowed rodents 
to enter from the sewers. 


Quiz master display 


The life of a quiz ace who died this 
year will be celebrated at Walsall 
Museum. 

Mark Bytheway, Brain of Britain 
2007 and Quizzing World Champion 
2008, died in July at the age of 46 of 
cancer of the oesophagus. 

His partner, Joanna Reed, and close 
friends Richard Ayres and David 
Mills, decided to honour his achieve¬ 
ments by displaying his trophies. 

A familiar face on the international 


quiz circuit, Mark won the British 
title last year. Described in the Wash¬ 
ington Post’s obituary column as a 
“grand master of trivia”, Mr Bythe¬ 
way grew up in Walsall Wood and 
attended schools and colleges in Lich¬ 
field. He had a knack of remembering 
things and when pubs installed quiz 
machines, he lived on his winnings for 
six months. 

The display goes will be on show 
until late January. 


Noscan 
for fall 
man, 81 

A pensioner who suf¬ 
fered a fall at his Walsall 
home and later died of a 
bleed on the brain was 
sent home from hospital 
without a CT scan, an 
inquest heard. 

The family of 81-year- 
old Derek Hyman said 
they were concerned 
about the care he 
received at Walsall 
Manor Hospital. 

Mr Hyman hit his head 
during a fall at his home 
in Frankburn Road, 
Streetly, on May 5. 

He attended the 
Manor’s A&E depart¬ 
ment and was given 
blood-thinning treat¬ 
ment after doctors 
spotted a heart blockage. 

He was not given a CT 
scan as doctors believed 
his head injury was 
minor, the inquest heard. 

The pensioner was 
then sent home but later 
collapsed. He was rushed 
back to the Manor but 
died. Black Country 
Coroner Mr Robin 
Balmain recorded a 
verdict of death due to a 
combination of natural 
causes and an accident. 

During the hearing, 
Mr Hyman’s daughter 
Janet Evans, giving evi¬ 
dence, said the family 
were concerned about the 
length of time it took for 
him to be treated in A&E. 

Manor A&E consultant 
Mr Najeem Rashid told 
the hearing a review of 
practices at the hospital 
is under way. 

Golf club 
booster 

Members of a Walsall 
golf club raised £10,000 
for charity. 

Druids Heath Golf 
Club, Hobs Hole Lane, 
Aldridge donated the 
cash to Motor Neurone 
Disease Association. 

The money was raised 
through a charity golf 
day, themed social 
evenings, raffles and 
tombolas. 

Susan Passmore, Mid¬ 
lands fundraiser for the 
charity, accepted the 
cheque from golfer and 
captain of the club Kevin 
Rhodes. 


Gifts and food ruined 
as water pipe bursts 


Homes were flooded and rush-hour traffic ground to a halt 
after a major water main burst in Walsall and turned the road 
into an ice rink. 

The freezing temperatures split a large pipe underneath Broadway 
North, sending water gushing along the street and into people’s homes. 

Motorists were caught in long tailbacks and Broadway North was closed 
between Birmingham Road and Sutton Road for the rest of the week as crews 
from South Staffordshire Water worked to fix the damage. 

Three houses lost their water supply for an hour after the pipe burst at 
4.30pm. Eight households were flooded and long tailbacks built up along the 
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Sahdev saw their garage, 
garden and driveway 
under six inches of water. 

Mr Shadev, a 42-year- 
old father of two, said: “I 
came home at 6pm and 
couldn’t get on to my 
driveway because of the 
water, a police 4x4 had to 
bring me up to the door. It 
was shocking to see and a 
lot of stuff in the drive¬ 
way is ruined. 

Wife Neeiam, aged 36 
and mother to the 
couple’s two children 
Sanjay, 13, and Ajay, 
eight, added: “The 

garden was totally frozen 

and now everything is frozen over. The water was black and freezing cold but 
we were told there was nothing nasty in it. We were rushing around getting 
sandbags and things, anything that could protect the house.” 

Walsall Council sent emergency gritters to the scene first thing today as the 
road was expected to freeze over again due to the sub-zero temperatures. 

South Staffordshire Water spokesman Mike Turrell said the burst pipe was 
a trunk main used to transport large amounts of water from one area to another. 

“Due to the size of the water main, it ripped a hole in the carriageway,” he 
said. 

‘We apologise to our customers and road users for any inconvenience caused.” 
Families who had their homes and gardens flooded by a burst pipe in Walsall 
spoke of the moment water came gushing up from the ground and wheelie bins 
started floating around their gardens. 

Affected 

Residents and motorists along Broadway North were caught up in the chaos 
last week. Broadway North resident Chris Moxey said: “The water came within 
an inch of my drive.” 

The 58-year-old video producer added: “It was quite a major leak, the water 
was bubbling up from the road and the surface of the road was distorted. It was 
chaos on the roads because it happened just before rush hour.” 

Neighbour Neela, Sahdev said: “The garden was underwater and the wheelie 
bins were floating around. There are a few things in our garage that are ruined. 
We have a big American fridge in there and it’s fine but the water got inside and 
all the food is ruined. 

“We were keeping some of the kids’ Christmas presents in there and they were 
damaged and some books and the tumble drier.” South Staffordshire Water said 
compensation would be available. Spokesman Mike Turrell said: “Unfortu¬ 
nately eight households were flooded and our inspectors are now at the scene 
and the normal compensation procedure will apply.” 

Dhwant Sagoo, aged 38, lives in Broadway North with his wife, Raj, 37, and 
three children Arjan, five, Maya, eight, and Jia, 10 months. The water reached 
half way up their driveway. He said: “Luckily we weren’t here, we were at my 
parents. We didn’t realise we couldn’t get in until we got back.” Lucy Jordan, 
who works at the Broadway Fish Bar in Hawes Road, off Broadway, said the 
traffic was affected: “It was quite bad going towards Broadway North.” 



The burst water main on the Broadway North near 
the junction with the B’ham road caused chaos. 



ainting is a doodle for Davi 


Artist David Stevenson, aged 72, and his work at the Blakenall Village Centre. 


An artist who started out doodling 
cartoons and progressed to paintings 
and pastels is exhibiting his work in 
Walsall. 

David Stevenson, aged 72, from 
Highgate, is showing his work at 
Blakenall Village Centre. 

The collection is mostly made up of 
acrylic and pastel landscapes and will 
be on display until January 1 at the 
Thames Road venue. Mr Stevenson 
started drawing in 1957 when he was 
called up for National Service and 
made a name for himself drawing car¬ 


toons of service life. When he was 
demobbed, he returned to his previous 
job as an engineer with Rubery Owen 
in Darlaston, before working with 
Wheatley Brothers building company. 

After Wheatley, he joined the 
Walsall Observer’s circulation 
company for 17 years before he was 
made redundant and spent the rest of 
his working life at West Midland 
Envelopes. He said: “If I need a rest 
from trying to paint realistic pictures, 
I paint Lowry-style pictures and get a 
great deal of fun out of them.” 


thtthraniclfi 


Cyclist, 16, 
fell into the 
path of lorry 

A teenage cyclist days away from getting his 
GCSE results died after falling into the path of a skip 
lorry in Willenhall, an inquest heard. 

Coppice Performing Arts School pupil Tyron Allen 
was not knocked down by the lorry but fell off his 
bike at the same time it passed him in Sandbeds 
Road, Short Heath. 

What caused the 16-year-old to lose control of his 
mountain bike on August 9 this year, remains a 
mystery. 

Tyron, of Kitchen Lane, Ashmore Park, Wednes- 
field, suffered multiple injuries after being hit by the 
Leyland DAF skip lorry near the Stroud Avenue 
junction at about 10.30am. 

Black Country Coroner Mr Robin Balmain last 
week recorded a verdict of death due to an accident 
at the inquest at Walsall Manor Hospital. 

Lorry owner John Hayes, of Three Tuns Lane, 
Oxley, Wolverhampton, said he had been driving 
trucks for 30 years and checked his mirror as he 
passed Tyron, who was cycling on the pavement. 

Mr Hayes told the inquest: “As I looked I could see 
him lose control. I thought I saw him hit a tyre, I 
didn’t see him go underneath.” 

He added he did not see anything which would 
have caused Tyron to lose control. 

Giving evidence Pc Andrew Salt, of West Midlands 
Police Collision Investigation Unit, said Mr Hayes 
had driven in an appropriate manner and although 
the lorry had collided with Tyron, there was no evi¬ 
dence the lorry had run over the bike. 

Mr Balmain concluded: “The cycle would have 
been nearly horizontal at the time when it came into 
contact with the skip lorry. But the inquest I’m 
afraid is not going to answer how Tyron lost control 
of the bike.” 

At the time of the accident, paramedics battled to 
save Tyron but he was pronounced dead at the scene. 

Since the accident, there have been calls for safety 
measures at the location. 

Willenhall councillor Ian Shires said the busy 
junction was difficult to get out of and it should be 
reviewed to see if safety measures are appropriate. 
Councillor Shires described it as a “horrendous” 
junction. 


Fishing pool may 
get a new status 

A fishing pool which was once one of a borough’s 
biggest “grot spots” may become a conservation area 
for school visits. 

Heathfield Lane Fishing Club, Darlaston, was 
closed by Walsall Council after being a magnet for 
fly-tippers and yobs. 

Anglers and residents have taken over care of the 
pool and say their club is going from strength to 
strength with a membership of more than 50. 

Council chiefs called in the Environment Agency 
to further boost the pool’s potential and open it up to 
school groups. 

Residents and anglers now form part of a working 
group, along with Walsall Green Spaces and Birm¬ 
ingham and Black Country Wildlife Trust, working 
to improve the area natural conservation value. 

Abusiness consultancy firm was also brought in to 
look at the pond to help solve the problems that it 
was creating. 


Parking space review 

The location of parking spaces for the disabled in 
Walsall is being reviewed in a bid to improve matters 
for visitors. 

In his annual parking report transport chief Tom 
Ansell said: “We want to improve accessibility to 
local services for the disabled community and will 
review the location and number of blue badge 
parking bays on the highway. 

“In conjunction with the local disability forum, we 
will also make improvements to the information we 
make available about disabled parking facilities.” 



HATE GYMS? 

LOVE GYM0PH0BICS! 

Vmi li l«v« tk l«cl«c vmrk«ut 
30 Ihfl no yjfat *1;4x.it tjviil y<*i onn <5* 

' bov rxorW 


GIVE.YOUR FIGURE THE 
hiEST PHtSENT^EVER! 

I r#i 


CHANGE YOUR SHAPE AO CHANGE YOUR LIFE! 

1 Vcjt»:t» 081 Jtjn-* u ii^m r *<$qi kwrtirt Jjothft 

or lies 30 rgarte eeaetine mcb tool IItike# ml ncetNto toe o ileee (to li •* lei 

FariM&i ifcfl a flEWHc jMtoufca id (Ml ill j I *0) II*. tolltfllOWlfH 

tel til I * tewfe Ho lb nHM J n 1 -XI ir ir-i.liirr- l-t.utiiy 

*1 IbctI jpj Ikiea^Pciienryiffltnil ritfiu smiMneCHsInx^lifai mill in 

Dwell fail CfiFflE! Mtijt .li^'-AjwtVfcrtiiOJrt b*J artrow. jan^tb k n£\ 


asfeatMtfvagMNtiKiK • LADIES ONLY • wuwf.gymophoblcs.co.iik 


neat Results 


V0V COULD BG CMR & KT 1XCSJ3 STOWO 

Call us now on 

01922 63S038 
- 1 *• &' 










































Page 6 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 09 2010 


thechronicle 


At Specsavers, the 
price of your hearing 
aids now includes 
everything you need 


when you buy a hearing aid, the extras can significant iy add to the price. Nat 
any imone. our complete digital learing package includes all the essential extras 
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pf Fl ee fitting and aftercare 
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Search for rail worker’s attacker 



The man police wish to 
identify. 


This is a CCTV image of the 
man police want to trace after a 
railway worker was punched in 
the face on a train. 

The worker was travelling 
home after his shift when he was 
the victim of an unprovoked 
attack by a man who then 
jumped off in Walsall and fled. 

British Transport Police 
warned they would not tolerate 
attacks on members of staff as 
they released this CCTV image of 
a man they want to speak to. 

Pc Jasbir Bathal, investigating 
officer, said: “The member of staff 
boarded the train at Bescot and 


sat in the rear carriage. Sitting 
opposite him was a man who 
began engaging him in conversa¬ 
tion and making random com¬ 
ments. 

“When the train arrived at 
Walsall rail station at around 
11.45pm, the man got up and sat 
on the arm of a seat next to the 
member of staff. 

“Then, without warning or 
provocation, the man punched 
the member of staff in the face 
before running off.” 

Police want to speak to a man 
who is believed to have boarded 
the train at Aston rail station. 


He is white, aged about 28, 
around 5ft 6ins, of average build 
and was wearing a brown jacket. 

The attack happened on 
November 1 as the worker was 
travelling on the 11.15pm service 
from Birmingham New Street to 
Hednesford. 

Anyone who recognises the 
man in the shot can call British 
Transport Police on Freefone 
0800 40 50 40, quoting incident 
number B6 of 29/11/2010. 

Alternatively, they can call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111. 


Apathy 
on dog 
fines bid 

Just 30 people had 
their say in a consulta¬ 
tion over the introduc¬ 
tion of a £1,000 fine for 
dog owners who let their 
pooches off leads in 
Walsall. 

Views on the plan - 
which would include all 
Walsall’s parks - was 
being sought by council 
chiefs. The consultation 
period has now closed. 

Council chiefs are pro¬ 
posing to make it a crim¬ 
inal offence if people fail 
to keep their dogs on 
leads or allow them to 
wander into certain parts 
of parkland. 

A limit on the number 
of dogs a person can take 
into the borough’s parks 
could also be introduced, 
along with a £1,000 fine 
for owners who fail to 
clean up after their pets. 

Leisure chief Council¬ 
lor Anthony Harris, said: 
“We have received just 
over 30 responses to the 
survey. 

“Officers will now be 
looking through the 
responses and pulling all 
the information together 
into a report.” 


Charities get boost from Christmas fair 


Proceeds from a 
Christmas fair in Walsall 
will give a boost to two 
charities. 

The event was held at 
the Broadway United 
Reformed Church in 
Broadway where visitors 
got to pay a visit to 
Father Christmas. 

Margaret Stevenson, 
co-ordinator of the event 
said: “It was a lovely day 
there were crowds of 
people. We had a very 
successful day. 

“We had a fancy goods 
store with all handmade 
things. 

“There was also a chil¬ 
dren’s stall and a home 
made food stall, plants, 
toys, jewellery, music, 
jigsaw and book stall.” 

Proceeds will be split 
between counselling 
service The Samaritans 
as well as the Interna¬ 
tional Rescue Corps, 
which provides search 
and rescue teams all over 
the world. 

Mrs Stevenson added: 
“We choose charities to 
support each year and it 
was narrowed down to 
these at the church 
meeting. 

“We would also like to 
thank everyone who 
turned out and made the 
event such a success.” 



Sybil Heavens of the pins and needles group on the fancy goods stand. 



NHS 


Help us to maeiage 
demand for our A&E 


Around 80,000 people attend A&E at Walsall's Manor Hospital each year. 

Research shows one in three of all people who goto A&E could be treated 
elsewhere in the community. 

Your local pharmacy is one alternative for: 

» ea si ly ac cessi bl e, c onf i cl ent ia I ca re 
and treatment for minor ailments 
• advice on looking after yourself or 
whether you need to see a GP 

Please help by passing the message on to family, friends 
and workmates. 

Take good care this winter 
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Son is sent to prison 
over balloting fraud 


walsallchronicle@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
Police have warned against 
election fraud after a Walsall 
councillor’s son was jailed for 
falsifying votes. 

Ali Hayder Munir, son of Council¬ 
lor Mohammed Munir, admitted 
two charges of making false appli¬ 
cations for proxy votes for the 
Walsall Council elections which 
were held back in 2008. 

It was said that Munir, aged 30, of 
Thorpe Road, Caldmore, played an 
active role in his father’s campaign 
team both in a legal fashion and an 
illegal one. 

Mr Adrian Keeling, prosecuting, said 
Munir had used the names of real 
people and filled in forms to get them on 
the electoral register and then apply for 
proxy votes, but had used fake details 
and forged signatures. 

Mr Keeling said “oddities” were 
spotted before the election took place 
and the votes invalidated. Mr Sunit 
Sandhu, defending, said the fraud was 
amateurish. 

Fraudulent 

Judge Melbourne Inman QC told 
Munir: “You submitted fraudulent 
applications to vote by proxy in relation 
to two individuals who were, of course, 
wholly unaware that their names were 
being used for this purpose.” 

Palfrey ward Councillor Mohammed 
Munir, aged 58, also of Thorpe Road, 
was accused of forging signatures on 11 
voting applications ahead of the 2008 
council elections. He was cleared after 
his trial. 

Police welcomed his son’s 12 weeks 
jail sentence, saying it sent out a clear 
message the democratic process would 
be protected. Detective Sergeant Paddy 
Gillece said: “In his summing up, Judge 
Melbourne Inmam QC mentioned that 
the most important feature of our dem¬ 
ocratic process is that it must be free 
from corruption. 

“He continued to say the court has a 
duty to protect it and that any individ¬ 
ual involved in electoral fraud will 
inevitably attract a custodial sentence.” 



Ali Munir - jailed for three months. 


Councilllor Mohammed Munir. 


History centre monitoring 


The number of visitors to Walsall’s Local 
History Centre will be monitored over the 
next few weeks as council chiefs draw up 
plans to cut hours. Bosses are to identify the 
busy spells at the Essex Street venue. 

The centre and Walsall Museum are both 
being restructured as part of a hard-hitting 
plan to save £65 million over the next three 
years. As well as scaling back opening hours 
at the centre, there will also be a reduction 
in the number of posts, conservation of, and 
work on, collections and outreach work. 

Walsall Museum will also have fewer staff 
and less temporary exhibition space. 
Council chiefs pledged to do “the best they 


can with the tools available”. 

Leisure chief Anthony Harris, said: 
“Walsall’s fascinating history and proud 
past are important to this council and to the 
community. 

“We are examining ways to ensure the 
services and opportunities offered by the 
Local History Centre and Walsall Museum 
continue in what are challenging times. 

“We will be reducing the amount of tempo¬ 
rary exhibition space at Walsall Museum so 
that we only have to supervise one floor 
instead of two.” "Changes at the Local 
History Centre could save Walsall Council 
more than £188,000 over three years. 


brn 

Bildr/aid flood, 

UfcfcaJL 
Wott r.iiamtck 

.709 8C* 

Ifel: 01*22 740 454 

Ffcx: 01922743277 




riHdvf 

fcnfap Ch 

Gh^hM* 


ELITEl 


It^tf ITMII 


YOUR LOCAL MAM UFACTURER AIJ D INSTALLERS FOR 
WIN DOWS, DOORS AWD CONSERVATORIES 




4JIP 


-1*-: 




OMS STOP SHOP! 

FiTTlMO C91VSCE.W VLFBLE 


ENERGY EFFICIENCY WINDOWS 
WC RATED WINDOWS 


M 


n m 


£125 


10 


NOW OPEN TO THE 
TRADE ft PUBLIC 




MOBILITY 



ll"^ IjfU.fs krvi 

toJMTM rm “ * 


•m I 


WlltIP NlPIVS ft Bill IBlIS 

for Christmas 


from €11.89 
from £27.09 
from £8.19 
from £66.09 


from £15.00 

kwhr Accwortn hi WM>r/ a 



mm 4 WDLllERHAlUFTOni 4 WEST BROMWICH 4 SUTTON COLDFIELD 







□ WINDOWS - DOORS • CONSERVATORI_ 

m unbelievable prices direct from the factory Si 


QUOTATION HOTLINE 1 

w '" ’ maaa i y Free Quote! Free Call! " 

. 10 YEAR INSURANCE (infill Q17 B9CC *■ 

« BACKED GUARANTEE UOUU U I / 3 tOO -a 






















































Page 8 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 09 2010 


LETTERS 

How can paying temporary 
staff’s hotel bill be justified? 


Dear Sir, 

In light of the impending cuts 
in services and jobs that walsall 
council intend making, I would 
like to ask Councillor Chris Towe 
to justify his and the council’s 
decision to pay £750 per day plus 
providing accommodation in a 
four star hotel to the head of 
human resources. 

This practice, I believe, has 
been going on for the last six 
months at a cost so far to the tax¬ 
payers of walsall of around 
£70,000. With breathtaking arro¬ 
gance Mr Towe has already 
stated the council does not 
comment on individual remuner¬ 
ation packages. 

I’m sorry but that’s NOT 
GOOD ENOUGH Mr Towe. 

People are being asked to 
accept cuts in services yet this 
council sees fit to spend £70,000 
(and counting) of taxpayers 
money on living expenses. 

Does Mr towe really expect us 
to believe that no other candidate 


could meet the criteria set out by 
the council? 

There must be plenty of people 
who are more than capable of ful¬ 
filling the role who would do so 
for less money. 

You never know they may even 
live locally therefore saving on 
the living expenses. 

The real question though is 
why do we need someone in the 
first place to come in and intro¬ 
duce new procedures. 

Is Mr Towe really saying for all 
this time the council have had in 
place procedures that do not offer 
the best value for money? 

Does he think the team he has 
in place at the minute are inca¬ 
pable of introducing these meas¬ 
ures and he needs to spend 
upward of £70,000 of taxpayers 
money to make these changes? 

Not exactly a ringing endorse¬ 
ment of the council or your staff 
is it Mr Towe? 

If he feels he has secured the 
services of the best candidate 


then tell us why that person is 
better value for money than any 
other he interviewed, that’s of 
course providing other candi¬ 
dates were considered in the first 
place. 

Who negotiated the contract 
that allows living expenses to be 
paid on top of the £750 per day? 

Instead of being so dismissive 
Mr Towe should answer what are 
reasonable and legitimate ques¬ 
tions. 

In not doing so one can only 
assume the council has some¬ 
thing to hide. What else is our 
hard earned money being wasted 
on? 

If Mr Towe was paying out of 
his own pocket then I would 
concede he has every right to not 
provide the answers, but he isn’t, 
it’s taxpayers’ money and as we 
all know it’s easy to spend money 
when its not your own. 

I Matthews, 

Pelsall. 


Bomber memorial is all set to be built 


Dear Sir, 

Re: the status of the proposed 
RAF Bomber Command Memo¬ 
rial. 

A Memorial in London’s Green 
Park to honour the 55,573 men of 
Bomber Command who lost their 
lives in World War Two, is to go 
ahead as planned thanks to the 
generosity of the general public 
and key donations from public 


figures. Thanks to tireless cam¬ 
paigning by the RAF Bomber 
Command Association Memorial 
Fundraising Committee, headed 
up by pop star Jim Dooley, and 
President of the Heritage Foun¬ 
dation, Bee Gee Robin Gibb, we 
are close to raising the current 
target amount of £5.5m, and 
building work is anticipated to 
begin in January 2011. 


It had been understood the 
memorial is due to be unveiled in 
early 2012. It is hoped the Queen 
will be able to open the memorial. 

There is still a way to go with 
fundraising but the tremendous 
support from the public means 
building work is expected to 
begin soon. There will be further 
fundraising activity announced 
in due course. 


It’s our 
cash use 
it wisely 

Dear Sir, 

Once upon a time, 
there was a CEO Of 
Walsall, who was found 
to be grossly extrava¬ 
gant. 

Ms. Annie Shephard 
spent our money as 
though it was her own. 

Remember Butler’s 
Passage? Was it 
£750,000, and closed for 
the best part of a year? I 
think a similar result 
could have been achieved 
for £200, and done over 
the weekend. 

I am given to under¬ 
stand that it cost the 
town £2 million to get rid 
of her. Please correct me 
if I am wrong. 

Her successor, another 
expensive lady is 
reported to be receiving 
£750 per day. Given that 
she is employed through 
an agency, please, please 
let her go now. We cannot 
afford her or her hotel 
expenses. 

Has the town hall gone 
completely mad? It is 
OUR money they are 
spending. They have 
been given it by us to 
spend wisely on our 
behalf. I ask them to do 
so. 

Richard Bateman, 

Walsall. 
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Here’s to another century of giving 
the best for all Guides in Midlands 


Dear Sir, 

After a thrilling year of Cente¬ 
nary celebrations and fun for 
over half a million members 
across the country, Girlguiding 
UK is beginning its second 100 
years of existence - and the good 
news is we are still going strong! 

For the next century, our chal¬ 
lenge as an organisation remains 
the same - to provide girls, young 
women and volunteers alike with 
a wonderful array of opportuni¬ 
ties which are not only fun but 
will help them all develop as indi¬ 
viduals. And for Girlguiding Mid¬ 
lands - of which West Mercia 
makes up one of the region’s 11 


‘guiding’ counties — there are new 
challenges and beginnings ahead 
of us too. 

Lesley Knighton, the region’s 
Chief Commissioner (lead volun¬ 
teer), has completed an 
immensely successful five-year 
term of office and Girlguiding 
Midlands would like to thank 
Lesley for her exceptional work 
helping to provide an untold level 
of enjoyment to many thousands 
of girls since 2005. 

Her work — particularly during 
our Centenary celebrations - 
saw members have the time of 
their lives taking part in events 
such as Guides ‘stampeding’ 


across Europe as well as a mem¬ 
orable gathering of 20,000 Girl¬ 
guiding Midlands members . 

As the incoming Chief Com¬ 
missioner — and with the help of 
our dedicated volunteers — it’s my 
responsibility to continue 
Lesley’s outstanding work and 
ensure guides in the West Mid¬ 
lands continue to get the same 
level of fun and opportunities. 

To find out more, call our Join 
Us number on 0800 1 69 59 01 or 
email join.us@girlguiding.org.uk 
Sally Illsley, 

Chief Commissioner, 
Girlguiding Midlands. 


Race cancer cash 
at Silverstone track 

Dear Sir, 

Would any of your readers like to raise money for 
cancer prevention while running around the world- 
famous Silverstone Formula One track? 

The adidas Silverstone Half-Marathon gets 
underway on March 6 next year and offers the 
perfect preparation for anyone planning on running 
the London Marathon the following month. 

World Cancer Research Fund (WCRF) is offering 
free entry to the race for anyone who raises £300 in 
sponsorship. Competitors will get the full support 
from a dedicated member of WCRF’s Events Team; 
training and nutrition advice; essential kit, includ¬ 
ing your unique vest; a fundraising pack of tips on 
raising cash and your own online sponsorship page. 

Those wishing to take part should call 020 7343 
4200 or visit www.wcrf-uk.org/signup. 

Natalie Tarrant, 

Senior Fundraising Manager, WCRF. 


Where’s the payback? 

Dear Sir, 

Hardly a week goes by without a newspaper 
reporting at least one person has been prosecuted for 
claiming benefits to which they weren’t entitled. 

The newspapers usually report a suspended sen¬ 
tence being handed out, but seldom is there a state¬ 
ment that the person 


who has fiddled the bene¬ 
fits has had to pay them 
back. 

Does this mean that all 
the person gets is a sus¬ 
pended sentence and can 
still keep their ill-gotten 
gains? 

If so, I’m not surprised 
that so many people do it 
as it’s the rest of us who 
are paying the bill! 

CR, 

Walsall Wood. 


Do you have some¬ 
thing to say? Then 
write to Walsall Chron¬ 
icle, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. WV1 1ES or email 
walsallchronicle@expr 
essandstar.co.uk. 
Letters are published 
at the editor’s discre¬ 
tion and may be edited. 
All letters and emails 
must include a full 
name, address and 
contact number. 
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Burglar sent to prison 
for pensioner attack 

walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

A burglar from Willenhall has been 
handed a five-year jail sentence for 
attacking a pensioner in her Wolver¬ 
hampton home and blighting the last 
months of her life. 

John Rooney tricked his way into the 86- 
year-old’s home in Prestwood Road, Fallings 
Park, after bumping into her as she returned 
from posting a letter. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard how Mrs 
Jacobs, who had been burgled before, unwittingly 
invited Rooney inside when he asked if he could use 
the bathroom. She later found him in her bedroom. 

The 36-year-old was rummaging through 
drawers. 

Mr Timothy Harrington, prosecuting, told how 
Rooney followed the pensioner downstairs and 
grabbed her purse, pushing her away when she put 
a hand on his arm to stop him. 

She suffered severe bruising to her wrist when she 
fell against the fireplace and was greatly distressed, 
the court heard. 

The victim has since died following an unrelated 
fall. 

Clouded 



Judge Nicholas Webb told Rooney: “The last few 
months of her life were clouded by this incident and 
you are responsible for that.” 

The court was told last week how two people 
outside an off-licence across the street had spotted 
Rooney lurking in the alleyway before the break-in 
at Mrs Jacobs’ home. 

Four days earlier he had broken into a property in 
Halesworth Road, Pendeford, while a couple were 
enjoying lunch at a local pub. 

They returned to find the back door kicked open 
and the husband’s wallet missing. 

A neighbour, one of three who saw Rooney’s green 
Audi van outside, was able to give detectives the reg¬ 
istration number. 

He was arrested six days later in the city centre. 

Rooney, of Bridge Street, Willenhall, pleaded 
guilty to both burglaries, which took place on May 28 
and June 1. 

Defending him, John Roe said Rooney had a 
number of serious convictions, including rape, but 
only one for burglary. 

“He very much regrets his behaviour and feels 
remorse on hearing of Mrs Jacobs’ death,” he added. 

The judge increased Rooney’s sentence because of 
the violence used on Mrs Jacobs. 

He told Rooney: “There is no mitigation on your 
case except for your guilty plea.” 


Hundreds of students parading through Walsall after graduation 


Hundreds of Walsall College stu¬ 
dents paraded through the town 
centre in their caps and gowns to 
mark their graduation 

They took part in a procession from 
the Wisemore Campus, along Park 
Street, ending up at Walsall Town 
Hall for a ceremony. 

The parade on Friday was led by 
town crier Cyril Richardson and 
included more than 450 students who 
completed courses such as Higher 
National Diplomas (HNDs), Higher 
National Certificates (HNCs) and 
Foundation Degrees. 

They were given certificates for 


their successes and special awards 
were presented for outstanding 
achievement. The students had been 
on business on creative industries, 
digital and technology, health and 
public services and services to people. 
They are seen as a step towards uni¬ 
versity. 

Walsall College principal and chief 
executive Amarjit Basi said: “By 
choosing higher education, our stu¬ 
dents have equipped themselves with 
the skills, knowledge and experience 
to succeed, as they go on to study at 
university or gain employment in 
their chosen industry.” 


New toddler group is growing 

A new toddler group in Walsall has within weeks it attracted 19 children 
moved to bigger premises just three plus adults. Organisers have now 
months after setting up. Parent and moved the group to the larger Dart- 
toddler group Coalpool Little Lambs mouth Youth Centre, New Forest 
was created in June in the hall at Road. The group meets Wednesdays 
Coalpool Methodist Church, and 9.30am to 11.30am. 
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Mayor heaps praise 
on winners of ‘Doras’ 



From left Mayor Councillor Gary Clarke, Jackie Whitehouse, Mayoress 
Yvonne Clarke and John Whitehouse. 



Glyn Marston with his award. 
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Reece Thornton. June Davernhill. From left Professor Carl Chinn, Cheryl Bradburne and the Mayor. 


DEGCTHI0N 


PLAY MORE PAY LESS 



MG Junction 9, Wednesbury (near Ikea) 

BUY ONLINE now at www.de.catlilon.co.uk 
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The Mayor of Walsall 
praised award winners 
for their wonderful work 
in the community. 

Councillor Gary Clarke 
hosted the Mayor’s Civic 
Awards ceremony, cele¬ 
brating people who help 
others and make a differ¬ 
ence. 

“We are so lucky to have 
individuals who live and work 
in our borough who show com¬ 
mitment and dedication but 
whose good work often goes 
unnoticed,” said the mayor. 

“I am delighted we are able 


to recognise and celebrate 
their achievements.” 

The awards, affectionately 
known as the Doras after 
Walsall’s nursing heroine, 
were held at Bank’s Stadium 
recently and hosted by histo¬ 
rian and columnist Professor 
Carl Chinn. 

Tireless 

Julie Rafiq of Delves was 
named citizen of the year for 
her tireless work with youths 
on her estate 

The 40-year-old was praised 
for building the Delvz Youth 
Shed. She also formed the 
Delvz youth football team and 


helped form a support group 
for parents of children with 
special needs. 

The young citizen of the year 
award went to 17-year-old 
Reece Thornton of Walsall 
Wood who raised money for 
ward 10 of Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital after his sister 
was treated for a brain 
tumour. 

Greta Walker, aged 47, of 
Walsall, who has battled 
dyslexia, won the overcoming 
all odds award, and Glyn 
Marston, aged 47, of Darlas- 
ton, won the outstanding 
sporting achievement award. 

The creative spirit award 


went to June Davenhill, 74, of 
Pelsall, in recognition of her 
“musical inspiration”. 

Other winners included the 
Hi’s n Low’s organisation led 
by Tracey Gibbs and Phillip 
Mason of St Paul’s Church, 
Walsall which won the neigh¬ 
bourhood safety award. 

Improving Walsall’s quality 
of life award went to 
Madeleine Holland of Cald- 
more, and husband and wife 
Jackie and John Whitehouse 
of Short Heath, Willenhall, 
won Walsall’s Green Award. 

They have been involved 
with the Friends of Rough 
Wood since it was set up. 
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Lunch clubs instead 
of meals on wheels 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
A£220,000 new community meals service 
which will bring hundreds of vulnerable 
people together at lunch clubs across 
Walsall, will be launched next year. 

The move comes after Walsall Council 
announced it was revolutionising meals-on- 
wheels in the borough to save more than 
£lmillion over the next three years — with plans 
to rely more on the private sector and volunteers 
in the community. 

Taste for Life will be run by Caldmore Housing 
Association, Age UK Walsall and Walsall Housing 
Regeneration Agency but Walsall Council has pledged 
hundreds of thousands of pounds to keep the scheme 
running until March, 2012. 

It is expected to be used by between 300 and 400 
people, who will be transported from their homes to 
lunch clubs at community venues across the borough. 

New clubs are expected to be set up under the 
scheme, but several existing ones across the borough 
will also be used. It is hoped the meals scheme in 
Walsall will be adopted nationally if it proves to be a 
success. 

Contract 

Sodexo, which runs the meals-on-wheels service 
throughout Walsall, will finish its contract by 
January. Those who sign up to a new £220,000 com¬ 
munity meals service in Walsall will be given the 
chance to help shape the scheme. 

Existing clubs at places such as Beacon Church, 
Pheasey, and the Collingwood Centre, Great Barr, will 
be used. 

But people who sign up will also be asked where 
they want to see other lunch clubs set up. 

Flyers have been posted through doors asking 
people to call a 24-hour line if they want to join the 
scheme. 

It will also link in with the Help at Home service run 
by Caldmore Housing and Age UK Walsall, offering 
domestic help such as gardening or DIY to the elderly. 

Davina Lytton, of Age UK Walsall, said: “It is a fan¬ 
tastic local initiative and a model which has national 
potential with the right support.” 

Mike Hew, chief executive of Caldmore Housing 
Association, added: “We are committed to working 
with the council to ensure people eat well but also 
benefit from an enhanced social network through 
lunch clubs, exercise sessions and other community 
activities in partnership with Church Links, other 
local agencies and the Help at Home service launched 
in July.” 

Anyone interested in joining the scheme can call 
0121 568 3973. 


Here’s to you Mrs Robinson 



Dinner lady Rita Robinson says goodbye to pupils at Birchills Primary School.l 


Tears were shed as teachers and 
pupils waved goodbye to a dinner 
lady with 35 years service. 

Lunchtime supervisor Rita Robin¬ 
son, aged 72, retired at Birchills 
Church of England Primary Commu¬ 
nity School, Farringdon Street, 
Walsall. She arrived in 1975, when it 
was still Birchills CE Junior School. 
Shortly afterwards the school 
changed name, and in 1986 Mrs 
Robinson was promoted to junior 
department principal supervisor. 

She said: “I have had 35 wonderful 


years with the children. The job has 
been a challenge at times but always 
wonderful, I have enjoyed every 
minute.” She said she hoped to spend 
more time gardening, reading and 
visiting the theatre in her retire¬ 
ment. She will also have her hands 
full with her six grandchildren. 

Head Anthony Orlik said: “Mrs 
Robinson’s service to the children of 
Birchills and the Birchills commu¬ 
nity has been absolutely outstand¬ 
ing. She has been an exceptional 
member of staff.” 


There is a better way 
to protect your pet... 



vaccinations 
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against disease 
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Hospice supporters hit £13,000 


A Walsall hospice support group is cele¬ 
brating a fundraising milestone after 
raising £13,000 for sick children. The 
fundraisers have been helping to keep the 
hospice going for 20 years. 

Acorns Children’s Hospice Black 
Country Support Group’s efforts have 
helped hundreds of youngsters. 

Tickets are already selling well for their 
next event — a Meat Loaf Tribute at the 
Summerhouse in Portway, Kingswinford, 
at 8pm on December 17. Group events 


organiser Lyn Tudor, of Gornal, said: “We 
all have children and know what it is like 
to have a child who is seriously ill. 

“People are under the impression such 
children are dealt with in hospital, but the 
NHS doesn’t have time to give the care to 
the children or the families.” 

Bosses at the hospice, which has a base 
in Walstead Road, Walsall, said the money 
was vital to caring for nearly 600 children 
and their families, which costs £450 per 
day per child. Toni Hasler, Acorns’ 


fundraising manager, said: “This wonder¬ 
ful group have raised £13,000 to help care 
for Acorns’ children from the day they 
started - a lovely achievement. 

“It would be great if we had more groups 
like them.” 

For tickets to the Meat Loaf tribute, call 
01384 830141 or email pearson. 

com@blueyonder.co.uk 

To find out more about helping Acorns, 
call 0845 120 6892 or visit 

www. acorns .or g. uk 


Free scheme 
for young 

A free, five-day music 
programme for unem¬ 
ployed people aged 16 to 
25 is being held in 
Walsall. 

The scheme gets under 
way on December 13. 

Run with the Prince’s 
Trust, the programme 
aims to equip young 
people with skills for life. 

Call 0121 689 6901 or 
email helen.marshall@pr 
inces-trust.org.uk 


Indoor car 
boot sales 

Winter indoor car boot 
sales are being held on 
Sundays in Darlaston. 

The sales will be held 
at Darlaston All Active 
Club, Willenhall Road 
until March, from 9am. 

Booters should arrive 
at 7.30am. To book a table 
for £5, call 0121 568 6144. 


Glee-ful students are right on song 


All-singing and 

dancing students have 
started their own Glee 
Club after being inspired 
by the hit US show. 

The group at Walsall 
College have attracted 
teenagers from across the 
campus. 

It was set up last 
month by performing arts 
student Emma Wilson, 
from Mossley, who 
manages the group. 

She said it seems to 
attract student from all 
over the college who turn 
up to sing their hearts 
out. 

Emma, aged 17, has 
seen the number of 
wannabe singers turning 
up each week soar to 
about 30, and she is now 
looking to start entering 
competitions as seen in 
the E4 programme. 

She said: “It’s an oppor¬ 
tunity for people who 
wouldn’t normally sing.” 



Emma Wilson with the Glee Club she set up at Walsall College. 


Caring 

services 

praised 

Adult social care serv¬ 
ices in Walsall have been 
praised in a Care Quality 
Commission report. 

Focussing on the needs 
of people in the borough 
and listening to feedback 
were among the qualities 
praised in the report. 

It highlights the efforts 
to give people more 
choice and control over 
their lives. Walsall’s 
rating was upgraded 
from “adequate” to “well” 
in this area. 

The Commission’s 
annual performance 
assessment also cites 
strong leadership, good 
partnerships and an 
increase in services to 
help keep people in their 
own homes as key 
strengths. 

The council is perform¬ 
ing well in six out of 
seven key outcomes. 

These include work 
done with NHS Walsall 
to prevent avoidable hos¬ 
pital admissions. 

Care chief Councillor 
Barbara McCracken, 
said: “The very individ¬ 
ual needs and wishes of 
Walsall people are at the 
heart of our adult social 
care services and it is 
most encouraging to see 
that the CQC assessment 
appreciates this. 
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just change the doors 

■ SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT 

■ Doors...,TOce to.TieoiL.'.'? JHH, 

■ Additional Units... if required Made In Britain 

■ Worktops,., find your perfect style 
• Sinks and Taps.,, choose your styte 


Choose from 100's of 
styles and colours 



www.drcamdoorsltd.co.uk 


DREAM DOORS 




Check us out at www.checkatrade.conn 


-o' 3 FREE bra li j. p £ a: io arr^rge 
d no-obligation iurvR 1 , cai! now on: 

Tel No: 01922 455568 

Vi&ir ourShawvoamd; 

14 Beacon BuiEiIitiji, Itiigfiswd ftoad, 

AldridgCrWalsall 1VS9 SAA 


Changes planned 


Planning applications submitted to 
Walsall Council recently include: 

Part two storey, part single storey 
side and two storey rear extensions at 
51 Whetstone Lane, Walsall. 

Extension to factory at Unit 1 
Coppice Lane, Aldridge, Walsall. 

Two storey rear extension at 13 
Little Aston Road, Aldridge, 
Walsall. Siting of four portacabins, 
the erection of a temporary scaffold 
structure and addition of floodlight¬ 
ing at the land at the corner of Vigo 
Place and Brickyard Road, 
Aldridge. Installation of a cycle rack 
at 2 Salters Road, Walsall. 

Display of double-sided externally 
illuminated gantry sign at 2 Salters 
Road, Walsall. Proposed canopy to 
side elevation, adjacent to 
nursery/reception at Oakwood 
School, Druids Walk, Walsall. 

Erection of 2.4 metre high gal¬ 
vanised palisade fence and gates at 
57-57B King Street, Darlaston. 

Retention of illuminated fascia sign 
and projecting sign at 7-9 Reeves 
Street, Bloxwich, Walsall. 


Change of use from light industrial 
(Bl) to assembly/leisure (D2) at Unit 
14 Old Hall Industrial Estate, 
Revival Street, Walsall. 

Construction of infill extension 
between warehouse units to the rear 
and the main building at 114 High 
Street, Fast Car Direct, Bloxwich, 
Walsall. 

Detached two-car garage and con¬ 
version of garage to study at 10 

Lythan Grove, Bloxwich. Conser¬ 
vatory to rear of 19 Rough Hay 
Road, Wednesbury. 

Non-Material Minor Amendment to 
planning permission to increase 
width by 1.8m and height by 450mm 
to match former building size at Unit 
1 and 2 Newman Business Park, 
Southern Way, Wednesbury. 

Felling of two Lime trees at 14 
Nutmeg Grove, Walsall. 

Erection of two three-Bedroom 
houses with integral garages on land 
between 12A and 14 Park Hall 
Road, in the garden of 14 Park 
Hall Road at the land to the side of 
14 Park Hall Road, Walsall. 
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Interested? 

Than telephone the 
Area Supervisor on 

01902 319990 
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stockists of sherbourne Restimell Repose tcs Lift & Rise chairs 


EXTRA SPECIAL OFFER 

r Brittany 
Divan Set 


4ft 6in 2 Draw Divan 

W ^ ] n ZJ SPECIAL 
PRICE HELD 
**' UNTIL 

CHRISTMAS 

V J 5 SETS 

UX-' '' 1 ONLY 


Orthopaedic Memory Set 


4 FREE Dravrers 
Only 

£ 249.99 


(juarontM J Christmas 


New to store 


New to store 


Scorpio 

Delux 

Set 


I Extra 
Firm 

Mattress 


Clik ClakSofa Bed in Faux Leather 

SPECIAL PRICE UNTIL CHRISTMAS £299.99 

Normal Pi icc Wa* £500 
ORDER TODAY- BEATTHEYAH 

fCcin be/bne Cfirjstmris) 


Caprice Fully Reclining Faux 
Leather Suite £1299.99 


NEWTO STORE ZONE COLLECTION 


Fireside 
Chairs from 


3 + 2 Suite 
In Chocolate Biown 


Hie jazz Range Caine aid see ar hEW Zone DniTgTriieE 
ftChi^Gochl Unt5 J Botk^s J Coffiee'Eiijis j n lilts aid NestcfTriUes 


Newbury Cottage Style 
Suite with Queen Anne 
Legs or without 


Uft& Rise Rediner Chair in Fabric and Leather 


Woodstock Suite Full 
Rediner in Italian Leather 


20 dfletont models vritii you comfort in mind 
Comein a>d fry (hem out at you l«mr« 

Whee Ichai r acc ess avai tible ^ 


from £1499.99 


OPENING HOURS 

Wtaiilny-Smiii^liiy 

10.00 mi-6.00 |ii 3i 

Suivbiy 10.30 mii-4-OO |an 
FREE PAHfaNG 
ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 

Number of buses ere No. 5, 369, 370, 33A 
All above buses stop outside our store 


FUrtuwelflrllhirtraaflB purpaunfr 
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•FREE FITTING IN DECEMBER • 



*3 Piece Suites 
instock 
from £299 


We Uplift and Remov 
Old Carpet 


75 Stafford Street Walsall WS2 8DV 

Tel:/ 6 il 9 ; 2 T 2\626725 


£ 29 m bus station being planned 


A £29 million new bus station could be 
built in Walsall town centre. 

The interchange would be created at 
Bradford Place — although transport 
bosses have warned the plan is part of a 
long-term vision. 

The current satellite terminus in Brad¬ 
ford Place has been dogged by safety con¬ 
cerns, with some bus companies ordering 
their drivers to avoid it after 67 year old 
passenger Jean Lawrence was knocked 
over in July, 2009. 


West Midlands Passenger Transport 
Authority Centro has included the 
planned station in the draft Local Trans¬ 
port Plan - a 15-year strategy to regener¬ 
ate and develop the Black Country’s 
transport networks. 

The scheme has been listed as a “major 
scheme priority” for 2016 to 2026. 

Steve Swingler, spokesman for Centro, 
said: “A new interchange in Walsall is 
included in the LTP, which is currently out 
for consultation. 


“The idea is to realign Bridgeman Street 
which will create space for new facilities at 
Bradford Place which will then be devel¬ 
oped, including a public square. 

“It would help meet future growth aspi¬ 
rations of Walsall town centre,” added Mr 
Swingler. 

“This scheme would provide Walsall 
town centre with additional capacity for 
bus travel as it would exist alongside the 
main St Paul’s bus station.” 


Arrests 
in blitz 
on drugs 

Seven people were 
arrested and more than 
100 cannabis plants 
seized during a drugs 
crackdown in Darlaston. 

Police say they have 
been acting on tip-offs 
and have vowed more 
action will be taken. 

They are now urging 
people to post informa¬ 
tion anonymously about 
anti-social behaviour 
and drug offences in 
special boxes in Darlas¬ 
ton and Moxley. 

Sergeant Darren 
Finlan, based in Darlas¬ 
ton, said: “We have made 
a pledge that any infor¬ 
mation received from the 
local community will be 
acted upon and we are 
pleased with the results 
so far.” 

The information boxes 
have been set up at Dar¬ 
laston post office, in Hall 
Street; Moxley People’s 
Centre, in Queen Street, 
Moxley; Asda in St 
Lawrence Way and 
Maggie’s Store, in Fran¬ 
chise Street, both in Dar¬ 
laston. 

Seven warrants have 
already been carried out 
in the past eight weeks. 

A 32-year-old woman 
was cautioned for posses¬ 
sion of class B drugs after 
a raid. 


Time to get festive on the Beacon 


A charity fun run and a 
traditional Christmas 
fair will be on offer 
during a winter wonder¬ 
land event. 

Father Christmas will 
be the guest of honour at 
Beacon Wonderland on 
December 11 at Barr 
Beacon. The free event 
will run from 11am until 
4pm and include the 5k 
Turkey Trot in aid of 
Walsall Hospice. 

As well as the fun run, 
there will be a Christmas 
fair at nearby Colling- 
wood Centre, Pheasey, 
featuring gifts, crafts 
and festive bargains. 

Aside from raising 
money for the Mayor of 
Walsall’s Charity Appeal, 
which supports Walsall 
Hospice and various chil¬ 
dren’s charities across 
the borough, it’s hoped 
the event will raise the 
profile of Barr Beacon’s 
restoration project. 

Councillor Adrian 
Andrew, Barr Beacon 
Trust chairman, said: 

“Beacon Wonderland is a 
fantastic way to raise 
awareness of this impor¬ 
tant site while allowing 
visitors the chance to 
enjoy some old-fashioned 
Christmas cheer and 
support Walsall 

Hospice.” 

The Turkey Trot will 
start from Barr Beacon 
war memorial at 
11.30am. Entry details 

are available on 01922 Rachel Riddler with Jo Ellis and Cheryl Bradburne, who are all from Walsall 
423578. Hospice, getting ready for the Walsall Hospice Turkey Trot at Barr Beacon 



J 

Walsall HospKfe* 


Ljcdcd, 


□th 


MASSIVE SALE UP TO 72% OFF 


Unite 2/3 -Smarts Business Park, Chase Road 
Brownhills. WSS CUN 

01543 379670 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm Sat: 9am4pm 


VOUCHER 
15% OFF snw 

20 % off; 


VO! CHMiCODK OfllHIl 


I'ispii* U-ik - 

r II- :j| iJ iJ' iu i- :||'jl; Atfk II :.vlv l\U 
■:Llriii r - 


SUDDZ SEASONAL SAVERS complbe suites from only £199 


HOTTUBS 


From Opiv 

£2640.00 



HIRE s £50.00. 


900 Quad 

^Tmijpg suilf 



Free Tap & Waste Set 
on Orders 
Over £500.00 
Worth Over £175.00* 


Walk-In 

showering suite? 


Strife l IH 
h»*"i ft f'.-i pro'll 


I iDO 500 ftuhifrfe 

li'Juj-jm. £ Li J , 1 


£ 499.00 


T 



COMPLETE DESIGN & INSTALLATION SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Book NOW to guarantee FITTING before XMAS 


“i-i >ti= and ConJilLns Ap.:ly. 

in Klcr<i for iiP!h;i -r. 
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NOW OPEN IN LEAMORE 


Breeding problem for RSPCA 


Volunteers at the 
RSPCA branch in 
Walsall are over run with 
rabbits - after taking 
three into their care and 
ending up with 27. 

Each of three rabbits 
found abandoned in the 
borough gave birth to 
eight, leaving the task of 
rehoming 27 bunnies. 

Staff say they are not 
suitable as children’s 
Christmas presents. 
Becky Weeks, branch 
welfare officer, said two 
were found in a box in 
Walsall and one was 
found on a grass verge on 
an Aldridge industrial 
estate. The first two 
litters are with foster 
carer Vicky Harrison at 
her Walsall home. 

The third litter is not 
yet old enough for foster 
care. Miss Weeks said the 
branch were conscious 
about giving the pets to 
good homes. 


Vicky Harrison with some of the rabbits she i; 
looking after for the RSPCA. 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t replace th4 just tho Panost 


Broker or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the latest energy saying glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double gjazfngl 


?CLEAR 


Freephone 


08006121118 


...wa make saving money povfaotly ttaav 1 ... 


Essington Mobility 

Lccol oeivice you cor rely on 


Recline 


Rise 


& 


Chairs 


SPECIALISTS IN 
rhCARE SEATING 


BdHifts 




01922 2324 3S 


105 Green Lane, 

Leo more, Wubcill. WS3 2BN 

(Opposite th# Four Crosses pub) 


Revamp of 
Old Square 
hits setback 


The revamp of the Old 
Square Shopping Centre in 
Walsall will not start until 
later next year. 

A formal planning application 
was expected to be submitted by 
this month so the £21 million 
transformation could start in 
early 2011. 

But this is now unlikely to be put 
forward until May meaning refur¬ 
bishment will not get under way until 
around the summer at the earliest. 
Old Square owners Threadneedle 
have been in talks with Walsall 
Council about the phased redevelop¬ 
ment which needs formal planning 
permission. 

Budget clothing giant Primark is 
negotiating to move into centre with 
another unconfirmed big name opera¬ 
tor also earmarked. They would be 
seen as “anchors” to the scheme. 

Larger, modern shop units are due 
to be created inside the outdated 
complex to revive its fortunes and 
draw more retailers into the town 
centre. 

But despite hopes that an applica¬ 
tion would be in by the end of the year, 
council chiefs have admitted this is no 
longer expected. 

Regeneration chief Councillor 
Adrian Andrew said: ‘We are expect- 


walsallchronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

ing the application for the Old Square 
Shopping Centre in May. 

“We are in the hands of Threadnee¬ 
dle. It will be a massive boost to 
Walsall. 

“We have got the new Tesco which 
opened with new jobs created, and 
this will bring more jobs and footfall,” 
Councillor Andrew added. 

Transformation 

More than 125,000 sq ft of floor 
space will be involved in the transfor¬ 
mation which will take around 18 
months to complete. 

This includes the Tesco space which 
is closed after moving to the new 
superstore in Littleton Street West. 

Tesco opened its £55 million store 
yesterday after eight months of con¬ 
struction. 

The 10,880 sq metre store, which 
has created 230 jobs, boasts a 111- 
seater cafe, large clothing depart¬ 
ment, home entertainment centre, 
photo lab, phone shop and a phar¬ 
macy. 

The Old Square, which dates back 
to the 1960s, now has more than a 
dozen empty units. 

A spokesman for Threadneedle was 
unavailable for comment. 


Knife slash man sent to jail 


A man living in Walsall who slashed 
his friend’s face with a knife in a 
drunken rage has been jailed. Adam 
Piechuta, aged 47, of Hilary Street, 
was sentenced to 20 months in prison 
by Wolverhampton Crown Court. 

The former security guard, origi¬ 
nally from Poland, had pleaded guilty 
to a charge of wounding at a previous 
hearing. He also admitted a charge of 
burglary. He was sentenced to 16- 
months in prison for the wounding and 


four months for burglary to run consec¬ 
utively. The wounding charge dated 
back to November last year, when 
Piechuta lived in Bradford, the court 
heard. Judge Hilary Watson heard 
Piechuta had been seen breaking into 
an address in Windsor Street, Walsall, 
on June 28 this year. 

Mr David Lees, prosecuting, said, 
the neighbour called the police. 

Mr Anwar Ramzan, defending, said 
his client had a drink problem. 


wwwtdoudyldearcom 


Beat the JAM ARY 

U V.A.T. Increase 
fiL Act Now! 


ORDER NOW TOR 
January/ March 


2011 INSTALLATION 


BE VI ITIK 

VVAT 

FACTOR ^ 

TErV.F 0 R SENIOR 


KIT 


SPECIAL RATES 

SflVESISPP 


EVEN TH 


SAD0 


UR WORK 


► 




i4 vcludbyOn:»rv:i 
l tr&cf n« liodioc 


www.uplco.com 


Wt {feign aid Initefl 

iruRiorai ot low rrtomw 

garden*, Driveway*, Patio* 
Conservator!**, Decorating, Tiling 
Extension*, Kitchens, Bathrooms 
Plastering, Roofs, Floors 


VISA 


tat W 


Open KuMttm • 
Wafcdll 

M AlldwCll 
Wwl Ui .11.u.it'll 
Tip Kill 

IUx r 


*M4pni T Dnysi 

0121 Ml? m«4 
i*l 2 l 335 7 445 
OI2I S3 S 7445 
0121 Ml? HI 64 


Ul*Lar« a kcal laniil} hwineya until a pivveti li a*4» reciinl wlin laLtpi ide in (htir wpiL. H(J. 22 High SL 
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ME MOWN 



ESaNGTCN FRUIT FARM 


from SATURDAY 1 1 th DECEMBER 
We shall be open 9am - 5pm everyday 

FOR FRESHEST TREES COME TO THE GROWER 

Dig your own (phone for details) 

• Fresh fruit and Veg including our famous grouts on the stem 

• Home made Christmas Bakery 0 Car/ery Roast every Sunday 

GOO) FOOD AWARD WINNERS 

fie iWis to Wiif owBufc/wry ttntiDdiforour own famous free rmgepork 
Prize Wining ficmt Grrmm&n end ParJc Pies 


Spec rat.' C$er: Jiec.e/ve. yorjr vorze-her for 

2 for 1 Lunch ivzth each T.?ee.purchased 



www.essingtonfaim .co .uk 
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Pounding along with 
new stores opening 


Poundland is opening new stores at a 
rate of one a week and eventually aims to 
more than double its empire, its chief 
executive said. 

The Walsall-based bargain store, which 
opened its 300th shop at the end of last month, 
will take its tally to 320 stores across the UK 
by Christmas. 

Chief executive Jim McCarthy, speaking from the 
company’s headquarters in Willenhall, revealed 
plans to trade online in around two years and by 
Christmas, 20 new stores will have opened. 

Mr McCarthy said ultimately, the company could 
one day have 800 stores across the UK. It has 
already announced plans for 50 new stores next year, 
creating 2,000 jobs. 

Mr McCarthy said: “There are also some stores we 
would love to expand in the future. At the moment, 
we are going wherever the best site is for us.” 

Holyhead, Glasgow, Great Yarmouth and Oldham 
are the latest places to be added to the portfolio. 

Poundland now employs around 9,500, including 
700 at its headquarters in Wellmans Road. It also 
has a giant distribution warehouse at Springvale, in 
Bilston. 

Online 

Plans are also afoot to start trading online, 
although this is at an early stage. Mr McCarthy said 
it was necessary for all retailers to have an online 
presence in the current climate. 

“Internet is one of the things that is growing 
because it’s convenient and because people have 
grown up with the technology,” he said. “We have to 
consider things like postage costs but it is something 
we’re looking into. There are categories of things we 
sell that I think would do tremendously well online. 



Jim McCarthy enjoying the success of Willenhall-based Poundland. 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

‘We are still looking into it all at the moment but it is something 

we will do, it just won’t be for a couple of years yet.” It is believed in January or February while getting the stock out to more than 
homeware, party goods and gifts could be sold online. This year, 320 stores across the UK is a military operation- especially when 
Poundland announced its operating profits in the 12 months to you’re dealing with three million customers per week. 

April had risen Bby a huge 81.5 per cent to £21.5 milli on. “Things have to be absolutely planned,” says Mr McCarthy who 

It is now entering its most lucrative period as it prepares to cash has previously worked on the hoards of Sainsbury’s and Tesco. 
in on Christmas - and is already looking forward to next Decern- “We start to think about marketing really early, too, and that 
her. It is expecting to sell more than 100 million items this Decern- department gets behind the campaigns, and we also think about 
her and McCarthy admitted: “It’s going to be manic. things like packaging. But getting the right products into the right 

“At Christmas, it’s like having five of our normal days - we get stores in the right quantities is a real work of art and that starts 
absolutely rammed with people seeking bargains. “Immediately to get delivered into the stores throughout September and then 
after Christmas we must start planning for the next Christmas, once we get through another busy time for us, Halloween, imme- 
Our trading team are working straight away with suppliers diately after that the Christmas mayhem starts.” 
because the thing about us is we always have different items. Maybe it is this meticulous and early planning that is helping 

That’s one of the special things about Poundland, you’re never Poundland, which employs around 9.500 workers, become one of 
quite sure what you’re going to get from it. the fastest expanding retailers in the country. 

About 70 per cent of our Christmas range each year will be new The most common phrase heard in Poundland is “How much is 
stock.” Work on merchandising and even displays also gets started this?” “We still get that all the time,” laughs Mr McCarthy. 


BOWJANGLES 

17 MARKET PUCE, WS10 T« (WEDNESBURY J9, ME) 


f 


^ReqiHred^ 




Prices paid on 7/12/10 




OPEN 
MON-SAT 
IOjOO - 4.00PM 


RIIJG FOR DAILY PRICES 

Ft ices cetwctatthe tfm ofptintfng 
& e subject to change daffy 


?ct.£10.40 per gram 

14ct.£16.17 per gram 

18ct.£20.80 per gram 

22ct.£25.42 per gram 


d 


i 


24d.£27.73 pergnem 

Full Sovereign.£203 

Full Kiuggeiand.£875 

TTR 


V am at e subject to change dm 

nn’cii EiiiMi 


37 p/gram 
42p/gram (minimum) for 
charm bracelets and Alberts chains 

Any silver articles iTallnarked aie: priced per piece 

TT 


1 


ii 


I rrm 


a 


GOOD PRICES 
PAID FOR EURO 
NOTES AND 
EURO COINS 


Fine Platinum £28.00/gram 

Tturmo Ccuplhg Wir* wtnUtl Platinum GucMtttukin 


All Role* 
Watches 
Wanted 


All Omega 
Watches 
Wanted 


All Rocket 
'Watches 
Wanted 


v 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO 


FOR ANY INFORMATION 
TO DO WITH GOLD; 
SILVER; P1AHNUM; 
WATCHES AND ANTIQUE: 
CALI FOR FREE ADVICE 
HIGHEST PRICES 
ALWAYS 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 

0121 556 6868 
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Tesco Extra Walsall College 







Your new Tesco Extra 
is now open. 

Mis folps 

■&SC© Extra Vif&ol Collage, Uttieton Street Wist, WalsallWsst Mdkmcfa,WS2 8EQ. 
Open 24hra Mon £an<Sat midnight, Sin 10am>4pm. 
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COMPETITION 


£500 of prizes 
up for grabs 


THE ORIGINAL 

FACTORY SHOP 


LocalMole.cauk 

The smart new 
website for 
finding trusted 
businesses in 
the West Midlands 
brought to you by 


inss&Star 


Local Mole .co.uk 

Digging for the best local businesses 

Fully booked with 
resta is ra aits 


Shoppers are in for a treat thanks to local low price 
department store The Original Factory Shop, which 
opened a new outlet in Walsall on December 4. 

To celebrate the store opening and as an extra special treat 
for shoppers this Christmas, we’ve teamed up with The 
Chronicles to offer readers the chance to win a share of £500 
to spend in the new store, which is located at 5/6 Lichfield 
Road, Walsall Wood. 

One lucky winner will get a “shoptastic” £100 of The Orig¬ 
inal Factory Shop vouchers as a first prize. 

There will be four lots of £50 vouchers up for grabs as 2nd 
prizes and 10 runners-up will each receive £20 gift vouchers 
to spend. 

With the fantastic prices in store you can be sure of your 
prize money going a long way. 

Plus, with Christmas just around the corner you’ll be able 
to pick a trolley full of decorations and gifts perfect for all the 
family at stunning prices. 

The Original Factory Shop Walsall Wood brings an exten¬ 
sive range of men’s, ladies’ and children’s fashions, as well 
as homewares, electricals and toiletries, including a large 
selection of branded goods, to the town. 

To be in with a chance of winning one of these prizes please 
answer the following question: 

Q. Where is the new store located? 

Please send your answers on a postcard to The Chronicles 
Factory Competition, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton. 
WV1 1ES. Closing date for entries is Friday December 17 

Usual competition terms and conditions apply. All 
prizes will be in the form of gift vouchers. There is no cash 
alternative. 





Now official 
stockists 
of 

Troll Beads 


Id, Silver, Gold Coins 
■Immediate Payment 

fid Address Required 


GalilMFnlclra^ BLnuoiicI Set &GoljclTerall£iy 


Established 
30 years 


7 Cannock Shopping Gent re, 
Cannock, Staffordshire 


Tel: 01543 468211 
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Find the best cuts at your 
Sainsbury's Reedswood. 


Sainsbury's 


ioi«d Gammon/Boneless Smoked Gammon £3.99/kg Serving Sugge 


Also available at sainsburys.co.uk 
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www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


Garage Doors with 
“Bounce Back Ability” 


ABS doors are made from a tough yet flexible 
material commonly used to make car bumpers, 
so when ifs knocked, the door panel flexes then 
bounces back as good as new. 

Fully bonded steel stiffeners at the rear of all 
ABS doors reinforce the panel and help protect 
against forced entry. 

If you are looking for a garage door that's going 
to withstand the knocks and bumps of family life, 
you need look no further than ABS. 


25% OFF* 

+FREE FITTING 

ON ORDERS TAKEN 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


y Impact and dent resistant white ABS panels. 

y Easy finish, simply wipe down with a soft cloth 
and warm water. 

y Multi point locking as standard . 

y Ideal for automation. 

y Matches PVCu windows and doors. 

y Strong lightweight construction weighing 
less than 2/3 of a traditional steel door. 

y UV fast low gloss brilliant white finish 
guaranteed for 10 years. 


'Tttta he u»d h mfudm Hh wy o*ur cTar 







1 


SENATOR 


PRESIDENT 



REGAL 


JACOBEAN 


BEDFORD 


Impact resistant white ABS 
garage doors which closely 
match to white PVCu doors 
and windows, 

Brass Effect handtaa are 
auppHad as standard. 

Showroom Address: 

Three Crowns 
Garden Centre 
Sutton Road, Walsall 
WS9OQH 


Ten 01922 611253 

sales @ wmgaragedoors.co.u k 
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Hospice supporters hotfoot it to event 



Trudy Pratt completing her walk at Sporting Khalsa’s ground in Willenhall. 



The group of firewalkers who took part in the fundraising event. 


Hot-footed fundraisers walked hospice, which is being built in worthy cause was too good an 

across burning embers to raise Goscote Lane, and cash is still opportunity to miss.” Fundraiser 

cash for Walsall Hospice. A total being collected. for Walsall Hospice Jo Ellis said: 

of 22 people took part in the fire- Trudy Pratt, a partner of Wal- “The whole event was very lively 

walk at Sporting Khalsa’s foot- drons Solicitors in Dudley, said: with everyone cheering on the 

ball ground, Noose Lane, “Not many people can say they’ve firewalkers and drummers 

Willenhall. walked on fire. adding to the atmosphere.” 

The event was expected to “To be offered the opportunity Call 01922 423578 for 

raise more than £2,000 for the to do it and raise money for a fundraising information. 



Our Financial Planning Managers 
help you look after your money, 
so you can look after your family. 

A; 4 wprttngmothef CaswmJm stmg^es to And time tn plan hetfinaniss- 
Thaft why she spoteto a Financial Wannkig Managerwho gave her awmd 
advi wfar the future-without oWigatfon. So mwshe can re?t In the 
knowledge that iter money end son are taken care of, 


To arrange 

visit yow local bmndk or can 0G0D 210 02S4 






ORBS 


The bjurAkitgf Sbrtfchiri 


Harveys Factory Outlet 

WINTER 

FURNITURE 



Lamp Tables 

3 Sea ter Sofas 

2 Door Wardrobes 

wo.tj 

£50 

i150 

1179 

Price d to deart 

Crazy deal! 

Don't missou(,' 

3 Door Display 
Units 

Dining Table & 

4 Chairs 

2 Door Sliding 
Wardrobes 

1200 

1275 

1E499 

today and 
takoaivayi 

lim# tad qwmtity 
atthfcpricti 

ttoe/r# £OJ9* 
thty'ra^onai 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK- SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 



The Pell Centre 

^—j. 

Hfiiiorcm 
Vt r oiv«tnnipton 
WV11HT 
01942 712155 

rt: 

E.-iFi-nt-wi 0121 >P?S 
T*IF*kI0I3£2 ZL'L'VL'If 


Tin Fwcdtun Stem 3 ^ 


FACTORY OUTLET 


F'r-:-l'i-±i J-.ha- iI■ iTtr.Tti-:-ri |i q:-:-3-n -:-TiI 
hUI ofta-s 3>Jy-i-±tc-jiujiNxhy. 
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Frlcffi are |Mf |Mf3on ulees ctnsrusl® stated ancltravel limaiitrels not induclsl In tns prica Coaeti|Dtck-L^ |»lits 
offered (ewdntli^j air, Qroetar l*«ik£ [iis certain calaee) are Qitley, SU^Ixry.Tefford 'Walsall and'^dvediaiiniton. 
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Chapel’s fate hangs in the balance 


A Walsall chapel which shut eight 
months ago will need an estimated 
£100,000 in repairs to bring it back into 
use. 

Services were last held at the St 
Andrew’s Mission Church building on the 
Darlaston-Wednesbury border, last 
autumn. 

No decision has been made by Lichfield 
Diocese over the future of the church 
which had also been used by Kings Hill 
Methodist congregation. The church is the 
responsibility of new parish priest Rev¬ 
erend Tim Vasby-Burnie. 

He is also the vicar of St Bartholomew’s 
in neighbouring Wednesbury. 


Lichfield Diocese has held back from 
deciding whether to keep the Darlaston 
Road church or put it up for sale. 

“We would need roughly £100,000 to 
repair the building and make it a good 
place to use for worship and other activi¬ 
ties. Most of that would go on decorating 
the walls and ceiling,” Mr Vasby-Burnie 
said. 

“Having been vicar here for almost six 
months, I am discovering how much 
people have fond memories of St Andrew’s 
and I am very grateful for the generous 
support they have given over the years. 

“St Andrew’s was built as a mission 
church so the people of Kings Hill might 


discover and enjoy the good news of Jesus. 
Times change, buildings get old, but our 
mission remains the same. The future of 
the building remains unknown, unless we 
can find £100,000.” 

St Andrew’s Mission Church was built 
in 1893 at cost of £1,700. 

It had links to schools in the Kings Hill 
area and played a key role in the education 
of children in surrounding homes. 

Dwindling numbers in recent years led 
to the closure of worship services in 
October 2009. 

The building was being shared with 
Kings Hill Methodist congregation who 
have joined to Moxley Methodist Church. 
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Connie 
to sing to 
millions 

Britain’s Got Talent 
finalist Connie Talbot is 
to perform in front of 400 
million viewers at 
China’s New Year cele¬ 
brations. 

The announcement 
comes after the singer 
from Streetly recently 
returned from Seoul, in 
South Korea, where she 
performed in front of the 
world’s leaders including 
Barack Obama and 
David Cameron at the 
G20 summit. 

Next February the 10- 
year-old will sing in 
China’s new year cele¬ 
brations. 

Connie’s father Gavin, 
aged 43, said: “It’s such 
an honour to be invited. 
She’s really excited.” 

He added she was still 
deciding what to sing. 

Connie was just six 
when she won the 
nation’s hearts with her 
gap-toothed rendition of 
Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow. 

The Blackwood 

Primary pupil also 
topped the Billboard Hot 
singles chart in the US 
during 2008. 


David gets some fresh hair in centre 



A hairdresser who 
hit the headlines with 
his online style school 
took his salon out into 
the high street in 
search of shoppers. 

David James, who 
operates from his 
salon in Lichfield 
Road, Walsall Wood, 
has uploaded more 
than 10 videos to 
YouTube offering 
hints and tips on hair 
care and celebrity 
styles. 

The 26-year-old, 
from New Invention, 
Willenhall, recently 
went into Walsall’s 
Saddlers Centre 
where he did dozens o 
makeovers, some of 
which were filmed 
and put online. 

They have attractec 
almost 3,000 hits so 
far. 

He also completed 
three sponsored head 
shaves which raised 
more than £800 for 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

Staff at Poundland 
and the shopping 
centre’s security 
guards also had their 
hair sprayed bright 
colours for the cause. 

To view the video 
clips, visit www.d- 
james.co.uk 


David James was out about in Walsall town centre. 









































WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 09 2010 Page 23 



The big store for beds and more 




BedStore&More 



■ he world's levoudte bed 



REST 


SCHREIBER 



hygena 


Every body deserves one 


Birmingham Slkcjqi told-iald 



...0U\A vmcU MOgEl 


Find us in 


H9MEBASE 

Chester Road, B73 5BA 


BedStore&More 

The big store for beds and more 


'L 'iiiu iL ij fdi cwJjl t* nH vtiy J liL wll i«i. i t ju IjLiui , i-dj.ihj.tj m i. wh, jI iiit SLuL u j>jI I ii-± P.-'ui puLjtii tjjdd j!:. lL-jI l Lljui i: ju nJ d.j i ugt J lh>jlL Jtuu ji tv.il -it QwiJdtJ :1 J id U I u i 
“li.iie-Jcr/ 5th Dc>:cTit-ci u’tl = l-:iyJ010cnqui-lf>1r(j|Xirch(&-^ CLghitt dwfc iwC (ispSy to DiScr- p aced by pi wnc? To (|JcJlfc.fu z rtxi: rturk lx mtblrfii|tird|r Fcr»n fcJt "duz s=)& tor it mw honor;ccM-bjji4$. 

Al a::p'i::a::b d'I :; l jtk: cJnpq'trnsFLsI denixinbs arc iDn’ctl a. Li:: Utk: al pa tkj .■:■ pi:i h b jI rruy bo !-u:ij:::1 jd u.r. bbil I y. 





























Page 24 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 09 2010 




thechronicle 


KINGS OF LEON 

IN CONCERT AT JHE RICOH ARENA, COVENTRY 


DAY EXCURSION, 30 MAY 2011 , FROM£82.»pp 


Legend of local club 
scene Jack dies, 74 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
A legend of the Midlands club scene 
who helped launch the careers of 
legions of local stars over 40 years has 
died. 

Tributes were paid to Walsall promoter 
Jack Stain, chairman and formerly secre¬ 
tary of South Staffs Entertainment 
Council. The 74-year-old suffered a heart 
attack after being taken ill at his home in 
Short Heath, Willenhall, following a shop¬ 
ping trip with wife Stella. 

His death on came just eight days after he 
joined the cream of the region’s club scene for 
the council’s annual awards ceremony at 
Banks’s Stadium in Walsall. The father of two 
had 8,000 performers in his contacts book. 

More than 260 people came to the evening 
of music and comedy, the highlight of the 
council’s events calendar, on November 18. 

Tremendous 

Michael Butterfield, 51, who is taking over as 
chairman of the entertainment council, said Mr 
Stain’s “legacy would go on”. 

“He was an unbelievable man who did 
tremendous things for clubs, pubs and enter¬ 
tainers in the region,” he added. “I don’t think 
there’s going to be a church big enough for his 
funeral.” 

Born in Darlaston, Mr Stain combined his 
love of the entertainment scene with his job as 
a tool-setter and later a foreman at GKN engi¬ 
neering. 

He retired when he was made redundant 
aged 60 and, despite admitting he found it 
hard to adjust to life without work, enjoyed 
spending time with his devoted wife. 

Singer Joanna Rose, 43, who said Jack 
Stain gave her her first break in entertain¬ 
ment, said she was devastated by the news of 
his death. 

“I’m gutted. It’s affected my gigs all over the 
weekend. He was like a dad to me. 

“In fact my 17-year-old daughter, Emily 
Rose, who is also a singer, used to call him 
Grandad,” said the mother-of-seven from 
Telford. 

“He was the man who gave me my first shot 
at singing and nine years later, I’m 17 awards 
better off.” 

Mr Stain’s funeral will take place on Decem¬ 
ber 9 at St Lawrence’s Church, Darlaston 
from 12.30pm followed by burial at Lawn 
Lane Cemetery, Willenhall. 


Entertainments promoter Jack Stain with comedienne Our Trace. 
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Vandals 
still target 
The Bell 

Yobs are continuing to 
break into Willenhall’s 
historic Bell Inn, prompt¬ 
ing another boost in secu¬ 
rity. 

The derelict pub, in 
Market Place, was 
bought by a consortium, 
of four people who are 
intending to restore the 
Grade-II listed building 
for the good of the com¬ 
munity. 

But vandals continue 
to break into the site, rip 
tiles off the roof, scrawl 
graffiti and smash what¬ 
ever they can find. 

Rupy Pandaal, one of 
the consortium, said the 
damage was “pointless”. 
He said: “It’s just mind¬ 
less vandalism, I can’t 
understand it. The build¬ 
ing is a pro-Willenhall 
thing, so why damage it? 
It’s just mindless idiots 
who do it. 

“We have had a good 
tidy up in the yard, but 
people are still clearly 
getting in from the alley 
and vandalising things.” 

The other three people 
making up the consor¬ 
tium which bought the 
building at auction are 
Wendy Evans, Stan 
Taylor and Ralph 
Jackson. They were 
meeting with council offi¬ 
cers to discuss plans to 
make the building more 
secure. 


Coffee cash 

A fundraising coffee 
morning for Walsall 
Hospice raised £300. 

The event was held at 
Christ Church, Blake- 
nall Heath, in October, as 
part of activities to 
support charities at 
home and abroad. Some 
of the money was raised 
through greeting cards 


Spirit of Sister Dora 
lives on in sculpture 


An £18,000 glass sculpture has been unveiled as a permanent 
tribute to heroic nurse Sister Dora and her good works in 
Walsall. 

The 7ft sculpture, which is called the Spirit of Sister Dora, is in the 
new main entrance area of Walsall Manor Hospital, Pleck Road. 
Earlier this year, Skanska, who constructed the new hospital, gave a 
donation to commission sculptor Steve Yeates to create the statue. 

It was made from recycled 
glass taken from windows of the 
recently demolished east wing. 

It is intended to act as a 
reminder of the hospital’s her¬ 
itage and the energy, dedication 
and spirit of care provided to the 
people of Walsall - values 
closely associated with the work 
of Sister Dora. 

Hospital staff, patients and 
members of the community 
gathered for the unveiling cere¬ 
mony, which involved readings 
by community faith leaders 
before hospital nurse director 
Sue Hartley untied the ribbon 
around the sculpture. 


Local heroine 
was adopted] 
by the people 

Sister Dora was a nursing heroine, who in 
the eyes of the people in Walsall was on a par 
with Florence Nightingale. 

She was born Dorothy Wyndlow Pattison in 
Yorkshire in 
January, 1832. 

She arrived in 
the town 33 years 
later and was 
adopted by 

people of the 
borough. In 1875, 
Walsall was hit 
by smallpox and 
an epidemic hos¬ 
pital was set up 
in Deadman’s 
Lane, now Hospi¬ 
tal Street. Sister 
Dora worked 
there for six 
months, risking 
her own life for 
the people of Walsall. Later, an infection 
closed the Cottage Hospital at The Mount, 
following horrific injuries to workers in a 
local ironworks explosion. 

The hospital moved to temporary accom¬ 
modation overlooking the railway station and 
Sister Dora was again hard at work.During 
1876, Sister Dora attended 12,127 patients 
but her own health suffered and she died on 
Christmas Eve, 1878. 



Sister Dora 


Delighted 


She said: “We are delighted to 
have such a wonderful piece of 
art displayed in our main 
entrance, especially as it’s of 
Sister Dora, who really was a 
remarkable nurse and is an 
iconic figure to the staff at the 
Manor and the people of 
Walsall. 

“The artist has done a bril¬ 
liant job in capturing the 
essence of Sister Dora and it will 
be a reminder to all who pass 
through the doors of our new 
hospital, of all that Sister Dora 
stood for when she worked so 
hard and with endless compas¬ 
sion here in Walsall.” 

The Mayor of Walsall, Coun¬ 
cillor Gary Clarke also joined 
the ceremony and thanked the 
London sculptor, adding that 
the spirit of Sister Dora was 
alive across the borough. 



Nurse director at Walsall Manor Hospital Sue Hartley, hospital chief execu¬ 
tive Sue James and sculptor Steve Yeates at the new Sister Dora statue. 


Charity shop 
in a double 
plea for help 

A charity shop which also helps people get 
back into work has launched an urgent double 
appeal. Bridging the Gap is wants people to 
donate their old and unwanted items to sell in 


the shop at Stafford St 

Man, 37, 
gets jail 
for spray 

A man taken to Walsall 
police station for ques¬ 
tioning was found in pos¬ 
session of pepper spray, a 
court heard. 

Mark Johnson, aged 
37, of Rowley Street, 
Chuckery, Walsall, was 
sentenced to 10 weeks in 
prison for possessing the 
spray at Walsall Magis¬ 
trates Court. 

Mr Kulbir Paul, prose¬ 
cuting, said the pepper 
spray was found in 
Johnson’s underwear. 

Miss Tamina Greaves, 
defending, said Johnson, 
who has a previous con¬ 
viction for violence, had 
been attacked in his 
home and he bought the 
pepper spray online. 


Crafts show 

Craft and hobby 
groups based in Aldridge 
Community Centre, Mid- 
dlemore Lane will host 
an open day on Saturday 
from 11am to 4pm to 
show the skills on offer. 
There will be display 
stalls and demonstra¬ 
tions such as flower 
arranging. 


"eet, Willenhall. 

It also needs more 
people to lend a hand, 
including shop assis¬ 
tants, sorters, cleaners 
and administrators. 

Bridging the Gap also 
works with Steps to 
Work, Groundwork, 
Remploy and People 
Serve by helping unem¬ 
ployed people to gain 
retail experience. 

The rear sorting area 
has recently been turned 
into a dedicated inter¬ 
view room so clients with 
mobility problems will 
still be able to drop in and 
get help. 

The work has been 
carried out by the Men’s 
Group from the Church 
at Junction 10, in 
Wolverhampton Road, 
Walsall. Bridging the 
Gap is also appealing for 
anyone to help with its 
fundraising challenges. 

Mike Batchelor, who 
runs the service, said: 
“The current economic 
situation of the country 
has impacted on our 
fundraising activities 
and we are finding it 
harder to secure the level 
of funding we need to 
maintain our service 
levels. 

“We have the benefit of 
an active charity shop 
but this still leaves us at 
least £55 per day short 
which has to be raised 
from charitable sources.” 

Anyone who feels they 
can help should call 
01902 606615. 
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Recession hits homes plan 


A scheme to build more than 
120 homes on canalside land 
near Walsall town centre has 
been delayed due to the down¬ 
turn in the building industry. 

The Locks development, which 
was earmarked for land along¬ 
side Birchills Locks on Walsall 
Canal, is part of a £150 million 
project to transform the area, 
including nearby Town Wharf. 

Property firm K4 Investments 
bought 2.5 acres of land for 92 
flats and 30 houses near the 
junction of Wolverhampton Road 
and Holly hedge Lane. 

That was more than three 


years ago, now owner Ravi 
Sinha said: “The plans are still 
there, but because of the situa¬ 
tion and difficult economic times 
we are in, along with many other 
developers, we’ve had to put 
things on hold. We are still striv¬ 
ing to do something in Walsall.” 

When the properties are even¬ 
tually built they will be opposite 
Smiths Flour Mill, which has 
been converted into 132 apart¬ 
ments by Gr8 space and next to 
The Orange Tree pub which is 
not part of the development. 

The main block facing Wolver¬ 
hampton Road, will be six 


storeys high with the rest of the 
site no more than four storeys 
high. 

Mr Sinha negotiated with 
landowners to acquire the land 
after spotting the site’s develop¬ 
ment potential. 

He was attracted by its close 
proximity to the town centre and 
the M6. The Locks scheme was 
approved by Walsall Council’s 
planning committee in June 
2007. 

If the construction work does 
not start in 2012, K4 Invest¬ 
ments Ltd will need to re-apply 
for planning permission. 


Traders show Christmas spirit for town 


A Christmas tree is 
lighting up Walsall town 
centre after businesses 
rallied round to save fes¬ 
tivities axed due to a lack 
of funding. 

Traders stepped in to 
save the day after it 
emerged the tree and 
annual celebrity lights 
switch-on would not be 
held due to the demise of 
Walsall Town Centre 
Partnership earlier this 
year. 

Numerous companies 
- including the 30- 
member Walsall Pub- 
watch - donated cash to 
cover the £8,000 cost of 
getting a 45ft-high 
spruce installed and dec¬ 
orated with lights at the 
front of The Crossing of 
St Paul’s, in Darwall 
Street. 

Mayor and Mayoress of 
Walsall, Councillor Gary 
Clarke and his wife 
Yvonne, were in atten¬ 
dance at last week’s no¬ 
frills switch-on in the 
town. 

“This is exactly why 
I’m proud of Walsall 
because individuals, 
businesses and organisa¬ 
tions work together as a 
community to get things 
done which doesn’t 
happen in many other 
places,” said the mayor. 



Walsall traders cheer as the lights are switched on the tree in Darwall Street 


At Specsavers, the 
price of your hearing 
aids now includes 
everything you need 


When you buy a hearing aid the extras can 
significantly add to the price. Not any more. 
Our complete digital hearing package includes 
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®r Directional microphones and teleooil/auto telephone 
No extia charge for miniature 'in the ear 1 hearing aids 
ih' Free fitting and afteicaie 


Book a free hearing test or find our more at 


iring 

uk/hi 


specsaveis.co.uk/heaimg 
Aldridge Tel: 01922 450 990 



Hearirg Centres 


Applies to Specsavers’ advanoe range. Goth hearing 
aids for customer’s sole use. Cannot be used with other 
offers. 

Offer ends 1 January 2011. 


2010 Specsavers Heard re Group Limited. All rights reserved. 
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Kenway Christmas Trees 

We are back at 

KINGSW00D NURSERIES, NORTON LANE, 
GREAT WYRLEY, WS6 6NU 

All sizes available 

Selection of fresh Holly Wreaths and Christmas Tree Stands. 

Ample Parking and Fleod Lit 
Open from 27th November / 22nd December 
Mon - Sat 9 am-7 pm. Son 9 om-6 pm 
For further detaUs and directions call 
run 0797750m8, OHice 01543 425893, Steve 07831822760 


Keirwny Christmas Trees 

at 

W M Wheat & Son Nursery 
520 CHESTER ROAD, 

LITTLE ASTON, ALDRIDGE, WEST 
MIDLANDS, WS9 OPU 

All sizes and types 
available, selection of 
Christmas Tree Stands available 

Ample Parking and Flood Lit 

Open from 

27th November / 22nd December 

Mon - Sat 9 am-6 pm. Sun 10 am-5.00 pm 

For further detdls and Erections call 
Jack 07525 172438 
Office 01543 425893 


Kenway Christmas Trees 

at 

Tree Way Fencing Ltd 
UNIT 9 CANNOCK WOOD INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, CANNOCK WOOD STREET, 
HAZEL SLADE, HEDNESFORD 

4ft - 40ft avdlable 

from 27tb November - 22nd December 
Numerous varieties to choose from, a 
selection of Holly Wreaths and 
Christmas Tree Stands 
Ample parking and flood Et 
Open from Mon - Fri 8 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am-7 pm. Sun 8 am-6 pm 
For further details and cSrections cedi 
01543425893 
Ctdl Steve on 07831822760 
Kenny on 07801 050203 
Trade enquiries wekome 


--jn 
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the pu 


There is 
nothing 
a dame 


Clary doing a turn again 
with panto virgin Joan 


Joan Collins - debut 


DICK Whittington hits the stage at Birm¬ 
ingham Hippodrome this festive season 
starring Joan Collins - in her panto debut - 
and Julian Clary, who began his comedy 
career under the name ‘The Joan Collins 
Fan Club’. 

Also appearing in the star-studded show 
will be Walsall-born Hi-De-Hi star Jeffrey 
Holland as the Dame, and actor Nigel 
Havers (as King Rat) who recently quit the 
jungle by storming off TV show I’m A 
Celebrity... Get Me Out Of Here! 

Top of the bill will be glamorous former 
Dynasty star Joan Collins, who will be the 
wicked Queen Rat. Keith Harris and Orville 
the Duck play the rat catchers. 

Julian Clary, who will be returning to the 
Hippodrome to play The Spirit of the Bells, 
said: “This is probably the biggest and most 
lavish pantomime I have ever been involved 
in.” 

Dick Whittington opens on Saturday, 
December 18, and runs until January 30. 


Pulse is taking a Christmas break but will be back in the New Year. 


3D magic comes to Wolverhampton this festive season when 
an animated genie will be among the stars of the Grand’s 
pantomime, Aladdin, alongside top panto dame Christopher 

Biggins. 

Rocks, spiders and a head-spinning genie come flying 
k towards the audience in hi-tech special effects in the 
p show from panto production house Qdos, which will be 
staged at the Grand from Saturday, December 11, to 
January 30. 

■ Former ‘King of the Jungle’ Biggins and hip 
A. comedy ventriloquist Paul Zerdin will 

i ensure lots of chuckles during the city’s 

ip i big Christmas show but the biggest wow 

i. factor will come when audiences put on 
p-_ ^ JB, the special glasses issued by the ush¬ 

erettes. 

“It’s going to be a spectacular pan- 
I „ tomime” 

Christopher Biggins interview - page 38. 
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make, believe 


WOLVERHAMPTON open 

Sony centre v?ss 
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Treat yourself this Christmas anc 
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IT’S PANTO time... oh yes it is! 
Aladdin arrives at the Grand in Wolver¬ 
hampton with Christopher Biggins as 
Widow Twankey, ventriloquist Paul 
Zerdin as Aladdin and an animated 3D 
genie. The show is on from Saturday to 
the end of January. 

Meanwhile, over in Birmingham, 
Joan Collins and Nigel Havers as Gueen 
and King Rat will be menacing Dick 
Whittington at Birmingham Hippo¬ 
drome from December 18 to the end of 
January. 

If you are looking for an alternative to 
traditional festive fare, Jodie Prenger, 
Matthew Kelly and Todd Carty are star¬ 
ring in Monty Python musical Spamalot 
at Birmingham’s Alexandra Theatre 
until New Year’s Day. 

Preview performances of Matilda, 
Roald Dahl’s story of a telekinetic 
schoolgirl who gets her revenge on a 
monstrous headmistress and a loveless 
family, has been getting standing ova¬ 
tions at Stratford where the Royal 
Shakespeare’s colourful new produc¬ 
tion features songs by Aussie comedian 
Tim Minchin. It’s on until January 30. 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
brings childhood favourite, The Secret 
Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett, 
to the stage this Christmas, to January 
8. David Bintley’s lavish new production 
of the classic fairy tale Cinderella for 


Spam! 

Spam! 

Spam! 

Birmingham Royal Ballet, with music by 
Prokofiev, is on until Sunday. Birming¬ 
ham Stage Company presents the chil¬ 
dren’s fantasy The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter, based on a story by author of 
The Golden Compass Philip Pullman, at 
the city’s Old Rep theatre until January 
28. 

The Crescent Theatre Company 
present their version of TV favourite 
Dad’s Army at Birmingham’s Crescent 
Theatre from this Saturday to Decem¬ 
ber 18. 

Tonight (Thursday) Jeff Wayne’s War 
of the Worlds at the NIA features Jason 
Donovan, Rhydian, Justin Hayward, a 
36-piece string section and a giant 
Martian fighting machine. 



Amy Lennox as Mary Lennox 




An Evening with 

Gervase Phinn 
Prince of Wales Theatre, 

Cannock. 

Jesus came from an egg. How? 

Because Mary laid him in a 
manger or at least that’s how one 
young girl saw it in the world 
according to raconteur and pro¬ 
fessional Yorkshireman Gervase 
Phinn. 

Phinn was on form with his 
endless stream of observations, 
poignant tales and anecdotes 
which he has collected through 
many years as an Ofsted inspec¬ 
tor in and around the Yorkshire 
Dales. 

He kept the almost packed 
Prince of Wales audience 
enthralled and at one point, 
recounting a story inspired by His stories range from being you how to read and now you 
The Beatles’ Eleanor Rigby given a lesson on sheep by an have come back to see if I am 
about a dying priest named eight year old expert while doing it right.” 
father McKenzie and his inno- trying desperately to recount the Phinn has a clarity and inci- 
cent and inspiring relationship parable of the lost sheep, to siveness which doesn’t use smut, 
with a young boy, you could have feeling awkward about having to offensive behaviour or language 
heard a pin drop in the almost go back to his own boyhood and is a refreshing alternative to 
churchlike reverence that schools and assess the teachers a lot of the sneering and cynicism 
Phinn’s congregation were held who taught him. around today, 

in. A Mrs Greenhouse during one And what is innuendo? Accord- 

Phinn’s appeal is he has never such encounter told him, “Well ing to one of Phinn’s subjects it’s 
lost the ability to think and see what a strange way the world an Italian suppository, 
life from a child’s point of view. has of turning out when I taught Danny Farragher 


Sophie's choice of music 


The Secret Garden. 

Birmingham Rep. 

The final production before the 
Rep’s two year closure due to con¬ 
struction of the city’s new library 
lives up to the theatre’s reputa¬ 
tion for technical brilliance but 
lacks festive warmth. 

Over long and weighed down 
by too many mediocre songs, this 
stodgy musical version of 
Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 
classic Victorian tale about two 
upperclass children transformed 
by experiencing nature has great 
potential. Get rid of a third of the 
songs, lop half an hour off the 
150 minute running time (with 
interval), and it could be special. 


The acting and singing are 
superb. Amy Lennox is engaging 
as petulant Mary and James 
Gillan, as bedridden Colin, has 
the best song as he determines to 
leave his sickbed. Evelyn 
Hoskins is a a treat as Martha 
the maid, her skipping song a 
highlight. 

The revolving set of mansion 
and garden is excellent but, 
apart from the scene where it 
snows in the secret garden, 
festive sparkle and magic are in 
short supply. 

The Secret Garden is at Birm¬ 
ingham Rep until January 8. 

Leon Burakowski 


Ten years on from the release of 
what has just been named the 
most played radio tune of the past 
decade, Sophie Ellis Bextor is 
back on tour with fourth album, 
Straight to the Heart. 

The married Mum of two has 
taken a seven year break from solo 
touring and promises an upbeat, 
dance floor filling return to her 
Groovejet, ‘If this Ain’t Love’ best. 

“My style of music has come full 
circle really - I started off with a 
dance hit and have worked with 
the likes of Freemasons and Calvin 
Harris for my latest album. 

“The tour is high energy with an 
upbeat set, including all my old hits 
as well as the new material - every¬ 
one will be up on their feet.” 

Over the past few years Ms 
Bextor has toured with legendary 
acts Take That, George Michael 
and Elton John and is now happy 


Sophie Ellis Bextor talks to 
ANNABEL MOTTRAM about 
going back on tour. 


to be the centre of attention again. 

“I have been really lucky to work 
with some amazing people and 
now come back in my own right - 
performing for a live audience and 
getting the crowds going.” 

The singer, songwriter and 
model has for the past two years 
also been enjoining success dj-ing 
with her husband, The Feeling gui¬ 
tarist Richard Jones. 

Sophie, who named her 2008 
Olympic handover rendition of 
Carly Simon’s Nobody Does it 
Better at Buckingham Palace as a 
career highlight, is to tour for three 
weeks beginning in Moscow. 

“I have a big Russian following 
and love going over, it’s four hours 
on a plane but a different world 


altogether. I’m looking forward to 
my return to Birmingham though; 
I’ve sung here many times before 
and love the different venues and 
atmosphere.” 

Sophie Ellis-Bextor is in concert 
at Birmingham 02 Academy 2, 
December 18. 



Sophie Ellis-Bextor. 
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■.'Yrote. R} 3.*5 Ro-j Id Ten d die Beet *j 3* 
FotUett R} £15 Hie Hdry Blherf CocH Of. 
4.** Oelerrly Egjieodt. 4.4* s&ldly Ocmie 
DjivIiij - It Tihet TVj* 7** Coott <R} 34* 
Deonde of dcoouery 4.** Fomi|>elt Lie .nd 
Deordi ki n RoiTtnlbvjn Hut* Mk-.ncLi RJ Hu3* 
Mevjaiyt ‘>Veadier. tit* Hit World Fe*fctnb 
Rood Dootor. R} HI* EECMevjt. 3u15Cote. 

R3f^V4ut* CuTj-1:re.T:. 334 Lorrdne. 42:5nie 
imm ■■jereiuy I'lye Siovjl H.44 HltMonlixi 
113* Loote ‘.'Vomieii 134 ITV Mevjt; 'Wedlier. 
155 Regfcn.1 Mev.h:-; 'Wedlier. 14* Houos Git 
3.4* CldilntoiTt Red Ded. R} 3.54 Rejcivl 
'Wedlier. *Jt* M b:rw Mrdert. R} £*• me 
Al.n ntoliiVTdi Siovjl 4.4* Redonnl Mevjt; 
■Wendier. 43* ITV Neve; 'SSdlier. 7** 
Ei tiT ie kL ie. 734 LNnj In Feor: T:i1-Jt 3.4* A 
Tbucli of Root r;. Hut* mr Mevjt .it Ten: 
'Wedlier. H34 Fejoivl Move; 'Wedlier. H3 5 
me 'W.t icii Dont See tit5 me D:ne; ITV 
Newt Heodlnet. lt5 Hie Rodfford Flee. <R} 
32* Hie .leremiy llyie SItovjl <R} *. t ITV 
M Jtcoreen £34 rTV Monikig Neve. 

|4t 5 Ftnet Cock. <R} *.* 5 
Irb GnlUKi GdMvi. <R} 715 
Redly Sc|uee»cL 7** E 'jerj-t'Crty Ltyrec 
FuTti™>:l- 'Fv tJtSSiTinl'Jle. tut* One nee HIL 
4.55 Frleivb. R} HuH Rleiyfc, R} 11*4 Glee. 
R} It4* Clvniel 4- Neve- SiiiiiVTy tt*5lron 
Cief Uv 14 5 Rim SvjIo:. Fnn-ly Fd:lieon 
<1330} Dfcney nijeilire, ctrrlng Join Milt 32 5 
C:ui*:fcv.n *.* Ded or No DeoiL 5.44 Come 
Cue vldi Me 5.4* Fcir ki ci Bed 4.** me 
Slnie-aiL 4.3* Hcllvodit 74* Ci.niel + Nevjt 
7554tJicihJt4j; 3.4* Klrcdet-Hcmwnn:le Hcn iie. 
tu**Hie F.Tnly H.44 Rnltle Eio>1ebn.-iTi.-i:fcl 
MJIt. Hu35 Hie Mcignin SIicvjl 11* Hie Elg 
Eu-iij me cry HtSRoljertb'WelJ. R} tt*Mido 
on 4: Ruool.il StiyLfd V>xbci Reteitt Fnfcrni.n 
Fddi H2 5Mudo on 4: nieAllniTi Curt Sli:v.' 
SiMdkilt It** Mdo on 4: me Cndi 1*5 
WirldB-Eoy Serlet R} 14*Freecyortc-on 4.<R} 
13* Benoli V:lle>1:dL 32* l<OTV Bering'Weekly 
4.5* 'Worid S|Mrt R} *-15Sur , j+j'd of die Rtect 
R} *.*5Sdlng. R} £HDen:llect Cutoli R} 

Mlkdvkel 4.15 
■Hie 'WKlIt SUIT. 
H.*5ntJvi GodcLid R} 11*5 R-ie Neve, 1154 
CSI: NY R} It*SCSI: NY R} t*5NM-JlKirt 
tlSHome.-ixIAvvTy t5*'rcirSi-ort tSSF-KIc 
In Momieilt. <R} 3.H Rkn Hie CTldiTi.-e Git 
<1080} Dt.-itwl ctirkij Join Dei Tier. 54* Fhre 
Nev.iq 'Wedlier. £4* Nel.Jleirt R} 4.44 H:mie 
.iyl A'.'.Ty R} 4t5U'jeTrom SHkIo Fire 74* Fhre 
Neve d 7 73* Street M.Tbet Cleft TVjo 
M cHiTioididlre dieftixodioe medtudng'Weldi 
LitIt, R-je Neve UkxLte 3.4* Sen Fdrcl UK. A 
rook cln1:er t-ctmixledon n offfT.-ioe. Lnd kidie 
terlet; R'je Nevjt ct O 4.4* CSI: P.li nL A cct 
ImitIj kilt .n dtorney vjIio vjuit verMng vjldi 
Delko *j* 4 CSI: NY M.no.iidSblnlrnok n tecld 
kller to n MilvtLn niteiiTi; R} FPre Neve 
Ukxl.-te 114* CS: Crime Scene liTredKKtloii 
Cdlierliieb f.-flier It tuq>eded of iTirder. <R} 
It** TueCS.<R} *.55Si|>erCu-elio *j**liie 
FBI Flee, R> *.*5 Hence Doctor. R:} 5.H 
Mdi.-ieti b'Wld Cvilenge. R} 
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14.44 Eredff.-et 4.15F;|:. Off Ertdn 
I *4* HcmietUixlerdie H.iTiTier; <F& 
EEC Nev.it; '.iVedlier. 114* Red Retd tec, H*5 
Eiy or Motto Ely; EEC Neve;'Wedlier. B.C 
Buigdu Hut <R} 14* EEC Neve; 'We,tier. 13* 
Rejond Nevjt; 'Weadier. t*5 Dootort 2.15 
ElC,i:b to die Comty R} 3.44 EEC Neve; 
■Wedlien Retfon.1 Nevjt, 3.4 5 CEEC. £15 
■Wedwd Lkl:. 4.4* EEC Nevjt; 'Wedlier. 4.3* 
Record Nevjt Ro^f.iTiTiet; 'Wedlier. 7*4 nie 
□ie Sliiv.i. 734 Clg 104Q EEC N«.c; ReJCHd 
Neve, 3 j* 4 JiTiTyb Food Rnotory 334 Ngel 
Stterb SliTiJle SuMwrt. 4.44 Hie .“^freiltie. 
*jt* EEC Neve, H25 Rejoiid Neve; Wbdlier. 
*.35 me ri-11on.-1 Lottery 'Wedietd.v NKJit 
□nvjt *u*5Flm 2010 vfdi C.1 Kin'W1i1tleiTi.it 
rtlloivl Lotery m>cL-te. 1125Him 'Wlietin Mil 
Lvjoc ci 'W'CHTi.n <10SM} Cr.TiVi, ctirlnj Axfy 
GnroL-i .ixl Meg Frynn; 'Wedlierulev.i. 134 Stji 
Done: Coiilry nn:+e. <F} 125 Retirn of die 
Rllnoc ALnct CvnoetoSee Siwctl. R} 125 A 
Ue vjfdicit'Wortt. R} *t5E£C Neve, 

1 4.44 CEeel:4ec. 744 CEEC 334 
CEeelMet, 113* Cdhy Potd^, 14* 
SeeHecr. 134 Cnr Booty <RJ t15Renc]y Sfcncly 
Cook. R} 3.44 Mirder, Sie T W43te. <R} £*5 Flog 
fd Tin of die Bed. *34 FditJect R} 5.C me 
Hdry Bttert'Cook OT. 4.44 Celelirtty Egjiendo, 
434 Strlotty Coins Dnidiij - It Tdtec m.o. 744 
Etooi» b die Coiilry <R} 1.44 Edverctn Rtiti 
ft** Aiolett 'W'crlct, Hut* Hie A:i:reHTtt:e: Tciife 
Hied Hu34 Nevjaldt 'Wendier. 112* fit H:mie 
vjfdidie Ge:r.J.nt <F} H2* EEC Neve, *j£ 5 
Cote. 

hiTilUt CutH: red:. 1.1*Lcrrdne.42:sme 
l**«*.ieremy K>ie SIiovjl Hu3* HltMonlng. 
113* Loote 'WbiTien 13* ITV Nev.iq 'Wb.-flier. 
155 Redoivl Neve; 'Wedlier. lut* Hence Git 

3.44 Dldtkitonb Red Ded. <R} 3.55 Rejoivl 
'Wedlier. *Jt* Mcbomier Mrdert, <R} £4* nie 
ALn ntdiiiVTCIi SIiovjl 4.44 Redond Neve; 
■Wedlier. 4.3* ITV Neve; 'Wedlier. 7** 
E i ii Tier ■: Lie. 73* HieLnkec, R> 1.4* A T:icn oT 
Froct R:;. *.** IT'.' Neve ct Ten; 'Wedlier. Hu3* 
Rejonnl r-lewq 'Wedlier. Hu35 Hln: Fdllij 
Dovjii <1003} Ur1>nii dTlIer, ctTrliij Mdinel 
Dcujnt C.*4 Hie Sene; ITV Neve Hendkiec, 
t*4 Flm Eixl of Cunt, <1000} :Eu:erivtir,-1 
notion dTller, ctirkij i^niokl ScJivjuTDenegger. 
*.** ITV H Jtcoreen £3* ITVMonikig Neve, 

k Sdl MU R} 4.45 me 
■Tende F«i:Je. <R} 4.15 
FLnetCook <R} 4,*4 '/b G.IjIki Gd>lei R} 7t5 
RecJty Scp.ieeced. 735 E'rerjlwcly L<yrec 
Funi'i>:Hi:L R} 1.4* Aooordng to Jkii. R} 334 
R.-cJer. <R} 4.4* One Tee HI. tu55 Fileixt, <R} 
•34 Rleixlc, <R} 114* Glee. <F} It** dviinet 
4- Neve SiiTinvry tt*5 Fl'yer Ootige Bttec <R} 
112* Iren Clief UK. 12* Flm Hie Lj?re Bug. 
<1 uCE} Ctcney ccmieiy ctiTkigDenn Jonec 3l25 
Ociitdovjii *.* Ded or No Ded. £4* Ccnie 
□ne vjBi Me. £3* Folt Ii n Bed. 4.44 me 
Skibtont 4.1* Hclyicihi:, 74* Clvnnel 4 Neve, 
755 4diciidtti 1.4* me Mllcn Ftiixl Dtm 
Lire 4j*4 Grnixl Detlje, Hut* Hdlyidit. 1115 
nieE'rert <R} H45Ren>er tt54Fli ii ltddlon 
<2008} Reniece. Hott or, lLtMiij Etde Dcrit. 13* 
Klxj of die HI. 2.55 ER <R} 3.** Erodiert & 
Sfctert, <R} *3* Hll Street Hitet. R} £25 One 
Tee HIL 
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1 4.44 Bredffnct 4.15 F.\- CT El till 
*.*+ hfcmiet Ukider die hbiTimer; 
R} EEC Neve; 'Wbdlier. 114* Renl Recouec, 
11*5 lb Eiy of Nctto Eiy EEC Neve; 'Wendier. 
ItlSEu-rgduHit R} 144EEC Nev.iq 'Wendier. 
134 Redoivl Neve; 'Wedlier. 1*5 Dootort, t15 
Ecodwto die Oouity R} 3.44 EEC Neve; 
■Wedlier; Rejoivl Nevjt, 3.4 5 CEEC. £15 
'Wed-»L± Ui*. <Fi 4.4* EEC Nevio.; 'Wedlier. 434 
Rejoivl Nev.it Ro^iTiTiet; 'Wedlier. 7*4 nie 
Cue SIicvjl 73* EnctEixterc; EEC Neve; Redoivl 
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•Jt* EEC Neve, Hl 25 Rejoivl Neve; 'Wendier. 
*j35nie ^^jrendoe-'WlTy I Fk-edHiem 1135 
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t55Hie Y:n>jOnet R}3.KEEC Neve, 

1 4.44 CBeeHec, 74* CEEC. 334 
CEeefelet, 113* rtliTid F,tLl <R} 
ttt* D,1y Potdoc 113* GMT Vjtdi George 
AL.-xjL.-1i 14* Cue Surdi R} 1*5 Cut Booty <R} 
t15 Rendy Stencly Cook. <F} 3.44 P.lirLler, Slie 
'.■Vote. <R} 3.*5 Ffc.g Id mi of die Bed *34 
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4.4* Oelekrly Eggliendc, 4.3* Strfcdy Come 
Cunokig - It Td»t Tjo 74* Beet of die Ciflire 
Sliiv.i 2010.3Jt* rigeln Ktokien. 334 Rfck Stekib 
Cl t I id it w- Ocheoey 5.44 fit Hoit» vjHIi die 
Georjne, Hu*4 Tlerer Mixl die BiE=oookc, 
•34 Nev.'aiLJt 'Wedlier. 112* Beet of die 
entire Sliov.i 2010. <R} 112* Hie Aj^jcertoec 
Y:uhe Fled 144 EEC Nevjt 3.55Ctoee. 

1 4.44 CunJyedf. 3.3* Lcndie. 525 me 
Jeremy K>1e Sicvjl Hl 34 Hit Monlng. 
It34 Loote 'Women 13* ITV Nevjq 'Wendier. 
155 Redoivl Nevje; 'Wedlier. 2.44 Hence Git 
3.4* □ddiccnb Red Ded. <R} 3.55 Redoivl 
'Wedlier. *j*4 P.lLtoHiier Mrdert <R} £*4nie 
filcii ntdiiTVTdi Sliov.i. 4.44 Redoivl Nev.it; 
■Wedlier. 4.3* ITV Nev.c; 'Wedlier. 7*4 
EitiT ier-:Lie. 73* ClTtfiw- or Euct? Tuldt 
tut* Eiti Tier (Lie. *.34 Cordvdon Street 5.4* 
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'Wedlier. Hu3* Redoivl Nevjt; 'Wedlier. H.35 
Rk-Ii 2 Rut 2 Rrloic, <2008} HTlIer ted.iel vjdi 
Rnil 'Wdker, lyrece Glljoon nxl E'ci Meixlec, 
1t3* me 2one. 135 Sirfnoe. <R} 32* me 
Jer eny I vie SIiovjl R} *.H ITV Nfcjtcoreen. £3* 
ITV Monlng Nev.c, 
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2.15Hcmie dxlAvju-y t*5Ment Ii MoiTieitt. <R} 
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<2004} CrdTid ctdrlng Sitin.il SuTnxIoii £4* 
R-je Nevjq 'Wbdlier. £3* NetdlMiit. <R} 4.4* 
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7t* Rre Nevjt d 7 734 Ll-je UEFA ELrcjvi 
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S.OS\ m A m (tf. Jkn Fiocendvl lilrooLioet owrernge of 
die UEFA ELroivi Lenj.te Groi|> K itvIoIi nt 
ArlWcL HuH Rkn: Seooixl In CoititviixL <200® 
.“ji enct ELro|:-e,n offlotd ■j.kTdnj n US 
dTlvictncfcr In Mctdo'An loo kt for di etod» roirb 
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JediCLiLKle Vdi CuiniTie. H44 Poker. 14* 
SihiCokIiq. *J*4 nie FH Rlec, R} *.*5Houoe 
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...4* Bredffnct 5.15 Fin CT Ertlii 
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Rnder. R}*Jt5Cnenee HIL H.44 Rtoixlt <R} 
•34 Rleixfc, <R} 114* dee. <R} 114* Svniiel 
4 Nev.c- SiiTiTViry H* SP.lyEden. R} ItHRPrer 
Cottnge Eteo. <R} 1125 Iron Clief UK. 125 Him 
Cuixlledioe. <1877} Dfcney comer I y otrrliij 
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Ded. £4* Come Dkie vjtdi Me. £34 R:ir In n 
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Dei-cd 'Wndlidon *34 Rim nie Siv' ki ELidt. 
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P.ldvieLTCWkl □ vllenge. R} 
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jEeeklec, 1134 AikTid P,ik. <F} 
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t15 Rencty Sfecxly Cock. R} 3.4* Mider, Sie 
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IJereiTy K>le Siovjl *.34 TIt- P.1:r111 
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'Wedlier. 1145 Flm: Mnd kick Eeyaxl 
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1 4.** nie nende Recife. 
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R.-tler. R} tu*5 One nee HIL Hut* Rleixfc, <R} 
H.34 Rreixfc, R} 114* Glee. <F} H44 avnnel 4 
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Contcfcvjn *.H Ded or No DenL £*4 Come 
Dkie vBi Me. £3* Fcir In a Bed 4.44 me 
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725 4H>:ihjlt.5± 734 men Uixlertd»r. R} 3.4* 
Hie Mllon Fouixl Dro|> Lire. 5.4* me E'rei-t 
Frecldeit P.LrUieo it lUncknviled H.44 Feei> 
Siovjl H34 Rok-ertb '.^li 1145 Rnkle Ecyleb 
m-inndoINKjl-fc R} 11*4 Hie Mcrgnvi Sicvjl <R} 
1115 HdOwkG R} 115 F.ltfc. on 4: Meroiry 
FTl=e Seed oik: Clvi:el CUI>. 134P.ltfc. on 4: Uw 
d FiccLn StixLTd Orldivb, 1*4 nit 'Weekb 
4P.lLCfc. T:i:. 20. 334 EiodiertA Stbrt R} *.15 
ER. <R} £4* One Tee HIL 
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Ihw 'wtkjit slit. 

H* 5 md vi God did <F} 11*5 R'je Nev.it 1151 
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*.3* Street Miket CHefo, R} *.55Roudi GLkPeto 
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PLUMBING MERCHANTS 


New Stove 
Now Open! 


Trade and Retail Welcome! 
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Sale Price £985 

Imnfiediate DeSvery 


Qiaiktttd teatat 1 £ 2 tauhr 


Waball Road (A34), 
Cannock WS11 OJJ. 

Tel: 01543 50G961 

wimbrianjamtshimidi in 35 .com 


Home of Furniture 


Open hg Times 
Sat 9.3ttMiv5.3Cpm. Sun 10.00anv5.0Dpm 
Mon, V\fed, Fri 9.30anv5.30pm 
Late NightTues aThurs 9.30anv7.30pm 


SALE 



EVERYTHING MUST 
GO TONIGHT. 
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Express & Star | The ChronicEe | www.exprsssandstar.com 
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Spectacular show, a 3D genie and 1 4 C 
and lashings of Twankey panky 


O NE of Britain’s best loved celebrities, Christo¬ 
pher Biggins, is promising Wolverhampton a 
spectacular Grand pantomime this winter. 

The actor and reality TV star is a veteran of 39 
pantos but reckons Aladdin, which opens at the 
Grand on Saturday, could be the best yet. 

“It is what I call a good old-fashioned London Pal¬ 
ladium pantomime and what I mean by that is we have 
unbelievable scenery. I have been doing pantomine 
for 38 years and I haven’t done one with scenery like 
this, with costumes that are so lavish and an amazing 
cast.” 

The show is a tweaked version of the production of 
Aladdin that broke box office records in Plymouth last 
year, in which veteran dame Biggins again played 
Widow Twankey. 

“Everyone we did the panto with last year is coming 
back except for Aladdin and Wishee-Washee and we 
have put those roles together and have the amazing 
ventriloquist Paul Zerdin. He is brilliant. 


Christopher Biggins talks to LEON 

BURAKOWSKI about panto, Porridge 
and paying the mortgage. 

“And we have a 3D genie... oh yes we do! “ Cue 
familiar booming laugh. 

“When I saw it in rehearsal I was absolutely blown 
away. It cost a lot of money and the running costs are 
huge for it. When Abanazar and Aladdin are in the 
cave with this extraordinary genie, you can see the 
kids trying to catch the spiders. It is phenomenal. 

“It is going to be a spectacular pantomime, one of 
the most spectacular Wolverhampton has staged.” 

Biggins also has a key role in the region’s other big 
pantomime this winter but not on stage... it was he 
who encouraged his close friend Joan Collins to make 
her panto debut this year, playing Queen Rat in Dick 
Whittington at Birmingham Hippodrome. 

“We were talking about the fact a job had fallen 


through over Christmas and New Year and I said come 
on Joan why don’t you do a pantomime. I told her she 
would be great. I think I sowed the seed. Sadly I don’t 
think I will be able to see her perform but I know she’s 
going to be fantastic. We will get together for dinner 
on our night off.” 

But another one of his celebrity pals will be calling 
in at the Grand for one of the performances. 

Career 

“Cilia (Black) will be coming to Wolverhampton 
because she is not doing a pantomime herself this 
year,” said the star, whose early roles included such 
TV classics as the drama I, Claudius, and prison sit¬ 
com Porridge with Ronnie Barker. 

“I am very lucky, I have a very varied, interesting and 
good career. I loved Nero in I, Claudius, and Ozzy 
Whitworth in Poldark from my straight acting years. I 
loved Surprise Surprise with Cilia, I’m A Celebrity Get 
Me Out Of Here and Come Dine With Me. 



‘As long £ 

I can plod 1 
along and pay' 

the mortgage - , J^-^Christopher 

well, thankfully, I paid — Biggins 
that off last year - I am happy to be able to live a full 
life.” 

He loves art - he once bought a Hockney for £150 
that’s now worth £10,000 - and technology, his most 
treasured possession is his iPhone, he says, and he 
enjoys holidays in Mauritius. 

But he always makes sure he is available for the 
panto season. “I love the audience participation and I 
love to make an audience laugh and that it is for every¬ 
one, from three to 93. 

“When I did the ‘Jungle’ I didn’t do a pantomime 
that year, so I went and saw 15 pantomimes. I went all 
over the country. It was wonderful.” 

Aladdin is staged at the Grand from December 11 
to January 30. 



From left, Glenn Hughes with Jason Bonham on drums and Joe Bonamassa. 


Glenn communing with the Black Country 


GOOD news for fans of Anglo-American 
rock supergroup Black Country Communion - 
who perform their debut UK gig at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on December 29 - front¬ 
man Glenn Hughes is already working on 
songs for their second album. 

The former Deep Purple and Trapeze singer, who 
hails from Cannock, revealed that BCC is no ‘one- 
off’ project when talking to The Chronicle from his 
hillside home in sunny California, which he shares 
with wife Gabrielle. “I love England but not the cold 
and the rain,” he admitted. 

The band features Hughes on vocals and bass 
guitar, drummer Jason Bonham, the Dudley-born 
son of the late Led Zeppelin sticksman John 
Bonham, with Americans - guitarist Joe Bona¬ 
massa and keyboardist Derek Sherinian. Their self- 
titled debut album - a slab of classic bluesy hard 
rock - has been a big success. 

“I have prepared a lot of songs, we’ve probably 
got three-quarters of the next album,” said Glenn. 


“Joe (Bonamassa) and Kevin (Shirley, the producer) 
both live in LA and we get together at Kevin’s studio 
in Malibu. It’s very cohesive and organic. I bring my 
songs, Joe brings his and we finish each other’s 
songs. I have a studio at home and sometimes I 
have to remind myself to get out of there,” said 
Glenn, a former rock wildman who has cleaned up 
his act. 

Thankful 

“Songwriting is what I do and I do it every day, 
even on Christmas Day. I am known as a rock singer, 
and I appreciate and am thankful for that but prima¬ 
rily I am a songwriter. Those creative urges get 
stronger the further I get from the days when I would 
get high or drunk.” 

He reckons it’s fate that has brought the four of 
them together in a band after years of friendship, a 
lifetime’s worth when it comes to Jason Bonham. 

“I knew Jason before he knew me,” said Glenn. “I 
remember when he was a two-year-old, John (his 


father) was a friend of mine and I was like an uncle 
to Jason. He’s my friend’s son and I love him to bits. 

“I believe in fate and in karma. I had a dream 
which told me I was going to be in a rock ’n’ roll band 
again. I was all set to make another funky Glenn 
record but I put the brakes on... and three weeks 
later I’m in this band Black Country Communion.” 

The name references Glenn and Jason’s roots in 
the West Midlands. 

“It was very important to me and to Jason that the 
first gig be at Wolverhampton Civic Hall. That really 
means something to us. It’s a great rock venue in the 
heart of the Black Country. We’ve got to play where 
the name came from. 

“I’ve played the venue about ten times but not in 
recent years. I played there with my first band The 
News in 1968, then in ‘69 with Finders Keepers, 
then several times with Trapeze and then with Deep 
Purple a couple of times.” Just before heading 
down the canyon to record at Malibu, Glenn signed 
off with a cheery “Up the Wolves!” 
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The top property guide for Walsall, Brownhills, Aldridge, Willenhall and Bloxwich 


Former shop with 
planning permits 


A substantial and fully 
modernised period 
^ property, formerly a 
shop with commercial 
premises included, has 
come on to the market in 
Shelfield, Walsall. 

Number 116 Lichfield Road, 
a substantial three-bed- 
roomed double-fronted 

detached family home, has 
planning permission for two 
semi-detached houses at the 
rear. Marrion & Co estate 
agents are marketing this 
property for £375,000. 

This gas centrally heated and 
uPVC double-glazed house is 
thought to date from the late Vic¬ 
torian period and is close to a 
variety of local amenities, includ¬ 
ing public transport links, schools 
for all ages and shops at nearby 
Walsall, Aldridge , Bloxwich and 
Brownhills. 

A front door opens into an 
entrance lobby, which leads to a 
13ft 3in x 10ft 8in dining room 


with a coved ceiling and useful 
built-in cupboard. An archway 
leads through to an extended and 
comprehensively equipped 

kitchen/breakfast room fitted with 
a range of beech effect base and 
wall units, rolled-edge worksur- 
faces, single drainer sink unit 
with mixer tap, space for a free¬ 
standing gas or electric cooker, 
built-in extractor hood, large 
breakfast bar, coved ceiling, 
ceramic tiled floor and plumbing 
for a dishwasher, washing 
machine and tumble dryer. 

Matching 

Leading off is a utility with 
matching worksurfaces that con¬ 
nects to the rear parking area. 

Victorian 

The 24ft 7in x 14ft 2in through 
lounge has a coved ceiling, picture 
rail, useful understairs storage, 
feature chimney breast wall with 
arched recessed illuminated 
niches and ornate Victorian fire¬ 
place with a raised hearth, brass 
offender and inset real flame- 
effect gas fire. 

Also downstairs is a study with 


laminate flooring and wall pan¬ 
elling and a door leading to the 
rear parking area. 

Upstairs, there are three bed¬ 
rooms, one with built-in 
wardrobes and another with 
access to the boarded loft space, 
which has skylights, lighting and 
power. The family bathroom has a 
Champagne coloured suite com¬ 
prising a pedestal wash basin, 
WC, bath with seat and electric 
shower. 

Outside, there’s around 2,000 
square feet of workshop accommo¬ 
dation, suitable for a variety of 
commercial applications with a 
side gated trades entrance and 
separate vehicular access and 
yard. There are three brick-built 
workshops as well as a part-brick 
uPVC double-glazed conserva¬ 
tory/office and a further first-floor 
workshop. Planning permission 
has already been granted for the 
erection of two semi-detached 
houses. 

For more information or to 
arrange a viewing, call 01922 
404446. 



Marrion & Co estate agent is marketing the sale of 116 Lichfield Road in Walsall for offers in the region of £375,000. Call 01922 

404446. 
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At Property plus, we take the worry out of selling your home 


A All fr f pet of property oon&kleietl 
A rut oik! Discreet Sale 
A Oflei^ wllihi 24 hoim 
A No Agent Peei 


A Solicitor Peei Fal<l 
A No Boai^b 
A No Oblyalon Otfa-i 
A Cull In Weeks not Montta 


WHO’S IT FOR 


A Anyone needing a 
quick sale 
A Matrimonial 
A Emigrating 
A Financial Difficulties 
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A Deceased Estate 
* Poor Condition 
Properties 
A Chain fell through 


CALL NOW IF YOU NEED A QUICK SALE 

01 902 634130 

OR APPLY ONLINE AT 
www. p roue rtv o I usin id lands.co. u k 

PROPERTY PLUS MIDLANDS LTD 

14 NEW ROAD, WILLENHALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WV13 2BG 

EMAIL: enquiries@propertypluelimitecl.co.uk 
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FIND THE ONE IN BL0XWICH THIS WEEKEND 



AT THE OPENING OF OUR 
SAPPHIRE VIEW HOME. 

Come along to The Bridles. Saturday 11th & 
Sunday 12th December, for the launch of our 
stunning new 4 bet) room view home. 

Want to move but wltti no itrai or haoLfr? Part Exchange’ means 
wi could buy your currant hem* with in offar in hut 48 hours. 

So came and browse around the Sapphire riew home this weekend 
and find but how Barratt could make It a Nappy Now Ymc. 


The Bridles 
Belt Lane 
MnmMi 
W532JW 

1 bedroom apartments from £99,180 

2 .3 & A bedroom homes from £144,950 to £228,000 


Find the one that's right for you at 


barratthomes.co.uk 


or call 0844 811 99 



pM#«rVY<M4l*V« 

m^mbaArmh 


VexlT w ratm i omfr ‘BwinfiM^o 
»•* to b me wa p ta 4 iar^o t a w 114 


•f» vd vdta a -Wf4wr, n r -4 «m Ha aj 


1 WudiheM^ V 



































7 Qlhmiw Rnr*>d* 
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01922 711444 
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View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.coni 

Call for your Free Valuation 1 


We have offices In: 

* Brownhllls 

* Cannock 

* Croat Barr 


* Lichfield 
Milton Keynes 

* Stafford 

* Sutton Coldfield 



• Tamworth 

• Wednesixry 

• Wolvernarrpton 

• Walsall 
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Convenient location 
for family four-bed 



Number 60 Kewstoke Road is on the market with Fraser Wood estate agent for offers in the region of £214,950. 



The refitted kitchen has a stylish range of units with integrated 
cooker and hood. 


The neutral decor in the lounge creates a stylish look with a 
large window. 


Internal inspection of a 
spacious four-bedroomed 
detached family home in 
Willenhall is being 
strongly recommended 
by the selling agent. 

Number 60 Kewstoke 
Road has a convenient loca¬ 
tion, gas fired central 
heating, double glazing, 
expensively fitted kitchen, 
refitted bathroom, gardens 
and a detached garage with 
off-road parking. 

Finished to a high standard, 
the house is on the market for 
£214,950 through Fraser Wood 


estate agents and is well served 
by local shopping facilities, 
schools for all ages and trans¬ 
port links to the centres of Wil¬ 
lenhall, Wolverhampton and 
Willenhall. 

Storage 

An entrance porch with a 
double-glazed front door leads 
to a reception hall with wood 
flooring, useful understairs 
storage and guest cloakroom. 

The 12ft llin x 14ft 5in 
lounge has a fire surround with 
a gas fire, wood flooring and an 
archway leading to the dining 
room, which features wood lam¬ 
inate flooring and a double- 
glazed sliding patio door to the 


rear garden. In the well- 
appointed fitted kitchen, 
there’s a range of wall and base 
units, display cabinets with 
under-lighting, granite work- 
surfaces, an inset sink and inte¬ 
gral microwave, double oven, 
hob, extractor, dishwasher, 
washing machine and 
fridge/freezer. 

Upstairs, the master 
bedroom has two built-in 
wardrobes, bedside cabinets 
and a vanity area with addi¬ 
tional storage space. 

The second bedroom has 
wood laminate flooring and 
four wardrobes with sliding 
mirrored doors, while the 
remaining two bedrooms have 


laminate flooring. 

The refitted bathroom has a 
modern white suite comprising 
a P-shaped panelled bath with 
shower above, cabinet wash 
basin, WC and ceramic tiled 
walls and floor. 

Driveway 

Outside, the house is 
approached via a lawned fore¬ 
garden with side concrete 
driveway providing off-road 
parking and leading to the rear 
garage, which has an up-and- 
over door. Double opening gates 
lead to the lawned rear garden. 

For more information or to 
arrange a viewing, contact the 
agent on 01902 367367. 
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Smooth - and with all the toys 


AUDI’S new A6 Saloon 
has been redesigned from 
the ground up and bene¬ 
fits from the brand’s most 
advanced lightweight 
construction techniques. 

With weight kept in check 
through aluminium and 
steel composite construc¬ 
tion, despite enhanced 
equipment levels, the new 
A6 will deliver dynamically 
and in terms of efficiency - 
with 57mpg-plus economy 
potential and C02 outputs 
of as little as 129g/km. 

It also offers executive ‘toys’ 
such as self parking, thermal 
imaging cameras and massag¬ 
ing seats. 

Aluminium 

UK A6 orders will be taken 
from January and first deliver¬ 
ies will begin in the spring. 
Prices will start at £30,145 on 
the road. 

Aluminium and high-tech 
steels make up much of the 
reworked body of the new A6. 

Combining the two materials 
reduces the shell weight by 
around 15 per cent, and enables 
the A6 2.0 TDI to tip the scales 
at a relatively modest 1,575kg. 

Hi-tech design methods and 
materials ensure extremely low 
interior noise levels, while pre¬ 
cision tuning of all components 



The new Audi A6 will be 15 per cent li 

and systematic hydraulic damping in the 
axle and drivetrain bearings provides 
excellent refinement. 

The 2.0-litre TDI 177PS, 3.0-litre TDI 
204PS, 3.0-litre TDI 245PS and 3.0-litre 
TFSI 300PS units all make use of 
advanced direct injection technology for 
the leanest possible fuel burn rate, and 
work in conjunction with important tech- 


jhter than the old model and will feature a 

nologies from the brand’s modular effi¬ 
ciency platform - the start-stop system, 
the energy recovery system and the inno¬ 
vative thermal management concept. 

As a result, fuel economy has improved 
by up to 19 per cent compared to the previ¬ 
ous model. 

The drivetrain choice, based on the 
engine version, will include a manual six- 


aft of premium features and gadgets 

speed transmission or continuously vari¬ 
able multitronic CVT for front-wheel-drive 
models, and the new seven-speed‘S tronic’ 
twin-clutch transmission for quattros. 

Each unit features a wide gear-ratio 
spread which makes a significant contri¬ 
bution to overall efficiency. 

New energy-efficient electromechanical 
power steering, in conjunction with the 



The Audi’s cabin is luxurious and classy 


lightweight suspension set-up, 
will impart even greater preci¬ 
sion and composure. 

Comfort is highly prized in 
the executive saloon class. The 
A6 has a more refined ride that 
can, as before, cosset more com¬ 
pletely if the option of adaptive 
air suspension with controlled 
damping is chosen. 

The car’s low, sleek roofline 
lends it a purposeful air which 
its optional LED headlights and 
LED daytime running lights 
emphasise further. 

The roomy interior with its 
cocooning ‘wraparound’ dash 
panel combines the latest Audi 
design language with the most 
salient technological advances. 

Supportive seats upholstered 
as standard in Milano leather 
position occupants perfectly in 
relation to the cabin’s focal 
point, the Multi Media Inter¬ 


face with its 6.5-inch 
retractable monitor and large 
central control knob. 

MMI provides easy and intu¬ 
itive access to the high quality 
audio system, the Bluetooth 
phone interface and the SD 
card-based navigation system - 
a much prized asset which, 
uniquely in the premium sector 
at this level, is standard in the 
A6. 

An eight-inch monitor and 
fingertip sensitive touch pad 
are available to upgrade MMI 
to MMI Touch. 

The system’s touch pad 
enables characters to be ‘drawn’ 
by the driver using an index 
finger for navigation or tele¬ 
phone data entry. As well as 
ultra-intelligent 3D navigation 
mapping, the new MMI Touch 
system can store audio tracks 
and telephone data. 




BIY NOW - BEAT THE VAI INCREASE 

BRAND NEW KIA PICANTO 
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The Nissan Leaf is the first all electric vehicle to win European Car of the Year and goes on sale in March 


Winning Leaf is all set for 
UK appearance in spring 


THE first examples of Nissan’s Leaf, 
which has just become the first all¬ 
electric vehicle to win the prestigious 
European Car of the Year award, will 
arrive in UK showrooms in March. 

The Leaf will be sold in Britain for 
£23,990 (including the Government’s 
£5,000 discount for buyers of electric cars) 
and is being marketed as the first mass- 
marketed, affordable, zero-emission 
vehicle for the global market. 

The Leaf beat 40 contenders to win one 
of motoring’s most important accolades. 
This is the first time in the 47-year history 
of the annual competition that the award 
has gone to an electric vehicle. 

Nissan Leaf’s rivals included vehicles 
from brands such as Alfa Romeo, Citroen, 
Dacia, Ford, Opel/Vauxhall and Volvo, 
while the jury included 57 motoring jour¬ 
nalists from 23 European countries. 

Nissan president Carlos Ghosn said: 


“This award recognises the pioneering 
zero-emission Nissan Leaf as competitive 
to conventional cars in terms of safety, per¬ 
formance, spaciousness and handling. 

“It also reflects Nissan’s standing as an 
innovative and exciting brand with a clear 
vision of the future of transportation, 
which we call sustainable mobility. 

Pipeline 

With three other electric vehicles in the 
pipeline from Nissan - and with the immi¬ 
nent market introduction of four addi¬ 
tional electric vehicles from our partner 
Renault — Nissan Leaf represents a signif¬ 
icant first step toward a zero-emission 
future.” 

The car is powered by a compact electric 
motor in the front of the car, which drives 
the front wheels. 

The motor develops a power output of 
109PS and 280Nm of torque, enough for a 


maximum speed of 90mph. The car has a 
range of more than 100 miles between 
charges, making it a practical proposition 
for many urban drivers. 

The vehicle is fully equipped with fea¬ 
tures such as regenerative braking, air 
conditioning, satellite navigation, parking 
camera and advanced on-board IT and 
telematics systems. 

The car will be available in five colours in 
Europe - blue metallic and pearl, white 
pearl, silver metallic, black solid and red 
pearl. The single option is a solar panel 
mounted in the rear spoiler that supports 
charging of the car’s 12V battery used for 
powering accessories. 

The first UK customers will get their 
Leafs in March. The zero-emission car is 
currently being built in Japan, but will also 
be produced —along with its batteries - at 
Nissan’s giant Sunderland plant from 
early 2013. 


New Ford family car 
earns five-star rating 



The new Ford C-Max, above, and Grand C-Max have been awarded top marks for safety features 


THE all-new Ford C-Max and 
Grand C-Max models have been 
awarded the maximum five-star 
safety ratings by the independent 
Euro NCAP organisation. 

The pair of‘multi-activity vehi¬ 
cles’, which went on sale in the 
UK this month, achieved the 
highest score recorded for 
whiplash protection and excelled 
in both adult occupant and child 
occupant safety categories. 

Ford C-Max and Grand C-Max 
are built on Ford’s global C-car 
platform and are the first Ford 
passenger cars to undergo Euro 
NCAP’s new crash test proce¬ 
dures introduced last year. 

Gunnar Herrmann, Ford’s 
global medium car vehicle line 
director, said: “Crash test ratings 
are an important factor when 
designing and engineering our 
vehicles and we’re delighted that 
Euro NCAP has recognised that 
both the new C-Max and Grand C- 
Max models offer excellent protec¬ 


tion in the event of a collision. 

“These are the first vehicles to 
be built on our new global C-car 
platform and for them to score so 
highly bodes well for future prod¬ 
ucts including the all-new Focus 
which goes on sale next year.” 

Both new C-Max and Grand C- 
Max feature Ford’s Intelligent 
Protection System (IPS) which 
marries a high-strength body 
structure with state-of-the-art 
restraint systems. 

Generation 

In total, 53 per cent of the body 
shell in each vehicle is made from 
high-strength steels, compared to 
45 per cent in the previous gener¬ 
ation vehicle. Ultra-tough Boron 
steel is used in the A-pillars, B- 
pillars, rocker panels and door 
reinforcement beams help to 
create a passenger cell that 
manages deformation in a crash - 
including frontal impacts, side 
impacts and side pole impacts. 
High strength dual-phase steel is 


used in the front crash structure, 
inner rocker panels and floor 
cross members for maximum 
crash energy absorption, and to 
manage deformation of the pas¬ 
senger cell. 

C-Max and Grand C-Max also 
feature a front chassis subframe 
designed to de-couple from the 
lower body in a frontal collision, 
reducing deformation in the pas¬ 
senger cell footwell area. 

A key feature of Ford’s Intelli¬ 
gent Protection System restraint 
system for the C-Max and Grand 
C-Max is individual single stage 
front airbags and side thorax 
airbags for the driver and front 
passenger, plus standard side 
curtain airbags for the first and 
second row seats. 

Driver safety is improved 
thanks to Ford’s new steering 
column that reduces loads on the 
occupant’s head and chest by 
moving away from the driver in 
high speed frontal impacts. 



Vfatt WaWsitAiryCar.com-THE BETTER WAY TO SELL YOU RCA8 

(Without tha Sony and Dunn) 


"Friendly Staff, prompt valuation and payment; 
overall a quality service and they brought me 
home! Superb." 
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You can't recycle 
again & again & 
again & again & 
again & again & 

again & again & 

again & again & 

again & again & 
again & again & 


without adding 
some new fibre 

Recycling goes from strength to strength, with 80 . 6 % of the raw 
materials in newspapers now coming from recovered paper. 

Paper cannot be recycled indefinitely, new fibres have to be introduced. 
Recycle your newspapers and you're reducing landfill and make 
responsible use of forest fibres. 


To find out more about recycling newspapers contact 

The Newsprint & Newspaper Industry Environmental Action Group (NNIEAG) 

on 01793 889637 or www.nnieag.org.uk 


Issued by the Newsprint 6 Newspaper 
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snappers claim to frame 


thediPMide 




Stop Houses, Friar Canal Bridge and the old stables on the Cannock extension. 


This week’s pictures come from one of our regular 
contributors Mr Alex Bailey of Pelsall who has 
themed his pictures from around the borough this 
time on reflected images. 



Houses on Lichfield Road reflected in the Moat Pool. 



The junction bridge mirrored in the canal on Pelsall Common. 


k 



Swans reflected in the water of Pelsall’s new lake. 


Snaps of life 
in the borough 

Are you a snazzy snapper, a lord of the lens or diva 
of the digital print? Think you can do better than these 
pictures, if you can why not share your snaps of the 
borough? 

There is no limit on the age or the subject all we ask 
is that they be as sharp and clear as possible and must 
be of reasonable quality for publication and of course 
feature some area or aspect of Walsall and its life. 

Send them in with your, name, address and contact 
number and a brief description of what the picture 
shows. 

Also we would like to hear about any interesting 
tales or stories attached to the photograph. Send 
them in either as a hard copy or electronically and we 
will do the rest. So get those cameras snapping, dig 
out those dusty old albums and send them to: Snap¬ 
pers Claim to Frame, Walsall Chronicle, Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton. WV1 1ES or email them to 
walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk. 



A sunrise reflected also on Pelsall New Lake. 



Oural newl 6-page pul-out is packed will action, 
reaction and pictures from the weekend's games 


Jain our new signing Big Ran exclusively 
every Monday in £4:7 - it's THE place to get 
yourfootbal fix - 24e7 




Love your football? 

Then you’ll love... 

Football 


expressandstar. com 

IN PRINT-ONLINE- ANYTIME 


Explore your world with 

star extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.corn/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and Eurostar, 
plus holidays further afield. 

BrouglTt to you tyy tiie 

Express & Star 
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TABLE TENNIS 

Half-way stage and Vic Park unbeaten 


DIVISION 1 

At the halfway stage of the 
season, champions VicPark A 
remain unbeaten, with Andy Dixon 
heading for the Most Wins trophy, 
closely followed by “Shammy” from 
Wood Green B and Paul “Wozza” 
Warrilow from Wood Green A, who 
have also played very well so far. 

“Shammy” lost to Colin 
Hammond in his teams 8-2 win over 
Wyrley A, a similar score for Wyrley 
in their loss to leaders Vic A. 

The battle for second place contin¬ 
ues at a pace with Wood Green B 
Wood Green A, and Vic Park C 
looking the most likely suspects, 


with all to play for in the second half 
of the season. 

At the bottom, Wood Green C 
despite being competitive wherever 
they play, look doomed to relegation, 
recently losing 9-1 to Wood Green B, 
7-3 to Vic Park B and 9-1 to Wyrley 
A whilst in mid table, Wyrley B beat 
Albrighton 6-4 with Tom Murray 
outstanding for them winning 3. 
Pete Fowell won 2 for the losers. 

Most wins- Andy Dixon - (Vic 
Park A) -Played 27 Won 26 
“Shammy” - (Wood Green B) - 
Played 30 Won 26 
Paul Warrilow - (Wood Green ‘A’) 
- Played 24 Won 21 


Played Won Drawn Lost 


Against Pts 


Vic Park A 9 
Wood Green B 10 
Wood green A 8 
Vic Park C 9 

Wyrley B 9 

Albrighton 9 
Vic Park B 9 

Wyrley A 10 

CheslynHayA 9 
Wood Green C 8 


NEWS 

Race ace Dean gets a 
chance to drive FI car 


LEISURE LEAGUES 


oes united Martial artists give 

Underdogs 6 eXamS ri 9 ht belting 


WALSALL 6-A-SIDE FOOTBALL 

Mid-table Bloxwich Youth eased out the 4 Nations 
4-2 and made it eight points from eight games in the 
Walsall Monday 6 a side league. Des United were 
most impressive performers in division one, crush¬ 
ing mid-table Underdogs 5-0 as Stu Hubbard found 
his best form, while Adam Lewis could say likewise 
as his side, Bayer Neverlusen won the mid-table 
clash with Trotters FC 2-0 in division two. 

Green Machine moved into a challenging position 
in the Brierley Hill 6 a side league after James 
Stockhart was instrumental in a fine 7-1 dismissal 
of FC Inter Me Lamberetta. Games were tighter in 
division one, but Rob Peel FC did leave themselves 
right in the title hunt as they squeaked home 1-0 
against Pass Masters. 

Anyone who wants to join the 6-a-side football 
leagues in Walsall and Brierley Hill can ring 0845 
230 2340 or visit www.leisureleagues.net 

PREMIER 


Team 

Played 

Goal Diff Points 

Jollysaddler 

8 

14 

15 

Vention Wolves 

8 

10 

12 

CHAFC 

8 

7 

10 

Coppice 

8 

3 

9 

Bloxwich Youth 

8 

2 

8 

AVFC 06 

8 

0 

8 

Walsall Allstars 

8 

-3 

7 

French & Dean 
Saunders 

8 

-7 

5 

The 4 Nations 

8 

-9 

4 

Cresswell Rov 

8 

-17 

2 

Team Name 

DIVISION ONE 

Played Goal Diff Points 

FC Basil Fawlty 

8 

16 

15 

Des United 

8 

27 

14 

FC Oldhouse 

8 

8 

11 

Scalers F.C 

8 

6 

8 

fc vengance 

8 

3 

8 

Underdogs 

8 

1 

8 

Bloxwich Beasts 

8 

-2 

7 

God Squad 

8 

-15 

6 

Football United 

8 

-22 

3 

surreal madrid 

8 

-22 

0 

Team Name 

DIVISION TWO 

Played Goal Diff Points 

Wed-field Boys 

8 

21 

15 

The Swifts 

8 

18 

12 

Miami dolphins 

8 

16 

12 

bayer neverlusen 8 

6 

10 

Trotters FC 

8 

-3 

8 

Borussia Teeth 

8 

-5 

8 

5 Fields 

8 

-7 

7 

wii not fit 

8 

-17 

5 

Big Add's Lad's 

8 

-12 

2 

Ashmore Lk FC 

8 

-17 

1 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
Six martial artists from a karate club near 
Walsall are celebrating after passing their 
grades to earn black belts or improve their 
ranking. 

The black belt examinations were held on 
December 5 at the Midland Shotokan Karate fed¬ 
eration (MSKF) head dojo in Stafford. 

The grading was conducted by Sensei Paul smith 5th 
dan who is the chief instructor of the MSKF. Richard hill 
aged 25 from Great Wyrley who passed his grading and 
was awarded the rank of 3rd Dan 

The karate exponents from Elite Shotokan Karate 
Club, Essington who passed their grades were Sam 
Evans, aged 25, from Cheslyn Hay who was awarded a 
2nd Dan black belt; David Sanders, 24, from Cannock 
who won his 1st Dan; Joshua Devey, 11, from Great 
wyrley also earned his 1st dan; Ryan Williams, 11, from 
Essington earned his 1st dan black belt and Tom 
Williamson, 10, from Great Wyrley was awarded hislst 
dan. 

Chief instructor at the club David Hill, said: “The 
grading was both physically and mentally demanding 
and lasted for three hours. 

“All principles of karate were part of the exam includ¬ 
ing the 1st dans having to perform 14 katas, which are 
set routines, consecutively, 2nd dans performing 16 
katas and 3rd dans performing 22. 

Sparring 

“The students also had to endure a tough sparring cat¬ 
egory to clinch there grades. This really is a fantastic 
achievement for all of them, it has taken many years of 
hard work and dedication to the sport of karate and they 
all fully deserve there new grades. 

“Ryan, Josh and Tom will be among some of the 
youngest black belts in the MSKF and really did them¬ 
selves proud on the day,” he added. 

Richard Hill finished top student on the day with an 
excellent pass mark of 90 per cent. Richard is now focus¬ 
ing on a training programme for the EKF England fight¬ 
ing team with selections in february next year. 

Mr Hill, said: “This really is such an achievement for 
all of them and I think this is something that people 
across the region should know especially as Josh, Ryan, 
Tom and David have been training for five years, sam has 
been training for 10 years and Richard has been training 
for 20 years. 

“I was extremley proud of them and they all performed 
brilliantly - they were a credit to the Elite Karate Club. 

Sensei Paul Smith said on the day how impressed he 
was with the standard he had seen from my students and 
said they all have a bright future ahead of them in the 
sport. 

Elite Shotokan Karate Club train at Essington Com¬ 
munity Centre, Hobnock Road every Wednesday and 
friday and anyone interested in joining can contact 
07890 646 921 and they can check out the website at 
www.karateelite.co.uk. 


A RACING driver from Wolverhampton has got 
his Formula One career off the starting grid after 
putting a McLaren Mercedes through its paces at 
the home of British racing, Silverstone. 

Not only did Dean Smith, aged 22, realise a life¬ 
long ambition during the 18-lap stint, he also thor¬ 
oughly impressed the watching McLaren 
management. Dean was said to have delivered an 
assured performance on his big debut and now plans 
to knuckle down in the feeder GP3 series in order to 
win a permanent place on the FI circuit. 

He earned the opportunity to test with McLaren 
by winning the Autosport BRDC award in 2009. The 
title recognises young racing talent in the UK and 
previous winners have included FI stars David 
Coulthard, Anthony 
Davidson and Jenson 
Button. 

Last year Dean, a 
former student at 
Ellowes Hall Sports 
College, Dudley, won the 
Formula Renault cham¬ 
pionship and he was 
Formula BMW champion 
in 2005. Dean said his 
test session in a MP4-23 
McLaren Mercedes - the 
car raced in the 2008 Fl 
World Championship - 
had made him hungrier 
than ever to fight his way 
to the pinnacle of motor 
racing. 

Achieved 

“Driving a Formula 
One car is something I’ve 
wanted to do all my life 
and to have actually 
achieved that aim, 
thanks to everyone at 
Vodafone McLaren Mer¬ 
cedes and the McLaren 
Autosport BRDC Award, 
really is a dream come 
true,” he said. 

“When I went out on 
track for the first time it 
was pretty wet but that 
wasn’t a problem, every¬ 
thing felt very comfort¬ 
able and quite natural 
actually. 

“The McLaren Mer¬ 
cedes is absolutely 
awesome. I feel so privi¬ 
leged to have had the 
opportunity to test the 
car. “I’m really pleased 
with the job I did and the 
team told me how 
impressed they were too 
so it couldn’t have gone 
any better.” 

Dean is now looking for 
sponsorship to help him 
compete in GP3 again 
next year after finishing 

Back row from left, Sensei, Paul Smith 5th Dan - Head of MSKF, David sanders, Sam Evans, Richard seventh in this year’s 
Hill, David Hill 3rd Dan - Chief Instructor Elite Karate club. Front row from left Joshua Devey, Ryan championship - the 
Williams and Tom Williamson with their grades. highest placed Briton. 


JUNIORS 


Red Star Raiders. 


Red Star top of division 

RED STAR RAIDERS 2 SILVERDALE JFC 0 the Raiders, 1-0. Shortly after the re- 
The Raiders have topped the 1st start The Raiders were pressing for a 
division league for the first time this sec01 }d goal and Silverdale for an 
season by beating the current league equaliser, Silverdale had a penalty 
leaders Silverdale in a hard fought a PP eal turned down and in return a 
encounter. decent shot from Reece Allen for the 

m, ' , , ii* i i . e raiders was saved by the Silverdale 

The game started lively with a lot of keener 
positive football from both teams p 

causing early chances. The second goal came courtesy of 

The first goal came from a neat back Jordan Bannister who slotted home 
heel pass from Reece Allen that found neatly following a decent ball through 
Reece Nunne who went on to score for from Reece Allen again, 2-0. 



OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
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Choice of fabrics 
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he sign says it all as Oldham game is frozen out 


Time to get 
nasty for us 
to survive - 
says Walker 

Jimmy Walker has told Walsall’s flops they 
must ditch their soft side and get nasty if they 
want to survive. 

The keeper admitted the Saddlers must give each 
other an ear-bashing after performances and results 
left them bottom of League One. 

Saturday’s game with Oldham was postponed due 
to a frozen pitch which kept them seven points from 
safety. 

Club legend Walker 
insisted the players must 
dish out the rollickings to 
start a revival. 

“You have to get nasty 
with yourself and your 
team-mates,” he said. 

“Sometimes if your 
team-mate isn’t doing it 
they should be told, I’ve 
been brought up in teams 
where, if you’re not doing 
it right, then you’re told. 

“Sometimes there’s not 
enough of that and you 
need to be mature and 
understand it because 
we all want to win the 
games. Jimmy Walker 

“You don’t win any¬ 
thing without being nasty and we’ve got to do that if 
we want to win games. Losing becomes a habit in the 
end and at the minute we’re on a run which isn’t so 
nice and we have to break that habit.” 

Backing 

The Saddlers have won just three of their last 19 
games in all competitions and have come under fire 
from fans for not backing up their words with per¬ 
formances. 

They go to second-placed Charlton on Sunday 
bidding to upset the odds and Walker, who returned 
to the club in October, knows they have to start 
getting results. 

“Talk is cheap, we have to turn it around and we 
have to do it as soon as possible,” said the 37-year- 
old, who has made 484 appearances in two spells for 
Walsall. 

“The league is massive for us now, we have a week 
to work on things and we have to stand up and be 
counted, every one of us.” 

And the stopper insisted the players are hurting 
from a season which has seen protests against the 
manager and board and left the club fighting relega¬ 
tion. 

“I’m a fan first and foremost, there’s no-one more 
disappointed than me and the players. There’s 
nothing worse than losing games,” he said. 

“We can work on that bit of quality. We’re not that 
far away I’ve said that all along, it’s just very disap¬ 
pointing.” 


SADDLERS LET THE 


BARNSLEY DUO GO 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
Walsall haveconfirmed they will not 
renew the loans of Barnsley duo Martin 
Devaney and Liam Dickinson. 

Their deals expired last week and the Sad¬ 
dlers have decided against keeping them for 
another month. 

Their last game was due to be against Oldham — 
but that was frozen off - and boss Chris Hutchings 
praised the duo for their contributions. 

He said: “I’d like to thank Martin and Liam for 
their efforts and I would also like to thank Barnsley 
for allowing them to come to us. I wish the boys all 
the best.” 

Hutchings admitted he faced a tough decision on 
whether to gamble on Devaney’s fitness because the 
Saddlers couldn’t afford to keep him if he was side¬ 
lined. 

Hutchings said: “There’s no point in taking people 
on loan if they are going to be injured, they cost us 
money and we need people who are going to be out 
there playing,” said the boss, who must also decide 
whether to keep Devaney’s Barnsley team-mate 
Liam Dickinson. 

“It’s a gamble if you sign any player, you can’t leg¬ 
islate for them pulling a hamstring or doing their 
ankle, injuries happen. 

Discomfort 

“He’s still got his injury and feeling discomfort and 
it’s a disappointment from his and our point of view. 
We took him for a second month and we’d hoped he’d 
be OK for the Cup game at Torquay but he had a 
setback.” 

The winger was injured for the whole of his second 
month after suffering a hamstring injury in the 1-1 
FA Cup draw at Fleetwood in November. 

He had made a big impact during his first spell, 
making four appearances and scoring once, in the 1- 
1 draw at Dagenham and Redbridge in October. 

Devaney has been frozen out at Barnsley by boss 
Mark Robins and had been keen to stay at Walsall. 
Dickinson followed his Oakwell colleague to the 
Banks’s Stadium last month but failed to score in 
seven outings. 

His departure leaves the Saddlers short up front 
with Reuben Reid and Jon Macken out for at least 
two weeks with hamstring and calf injuries. 

The 30-year-old has made five appearances, 
scoring once, since his October switch and had been 
keen to stay as he is out of Mark Robins’ plan at 
Oakwell. 

Skipper Darren Byfield is also sidelined with a 
long-term knee problem. 

Hutchings handed Will Grigg his first start in last 
weekend’s 1-0 FA Cup defeat at Torquay and the 19- 
year-old is likely to spearhead the Saddlers’ attack 
before Reid and Macken return. 

Alex Nicholls and Steve Jones are two likely 
options to partner him. 


The Banks’s Stadium pitch is covered but under a layer of snow. 


Walsall’s game with Oldham was 
called off after sub-zero temperatures 
froze the Banks’s Stadium pitch. 

The Saddlers were due to host the Latics 
in League One but freezing conditions have 
hit the football programme across the 
country. 

Local referee Oliver Langford postponed 
the game with little hope of the grass 
thawing out. 

The Banks’s pitch had been protected all 
week but with temperatures plunging to 
minus 8C they were unable to keep it 
playable. The club are also wary of ruining 


the surface after extensive efforts to get 
games on last season damaged the pitch. 

It made it almost unplayable with sand 
patches covering the grass following the 
cold snap last term. 

Chaos 

Walsall didn’t play between December 
19,2009, and January 16 this year with the 
weather causing chaos in the Football 
League. The break saw the Saddlers lose 
momentum and fall away from the play-off 
spots to finish 10th. Now, they are bottom 
of the table and need to play but the team 
have even been struggling to train prop¬ 


erly. Their base at Essington has frozen 
over and even the artificial surface at the 
Banks’s Stadium has been affected. 

Boss Chris Hutchings said: “We trained 
outside on Tuesday but even the artificial 
pitch has frozen over now so we’re trying to 
get some salt on it.” 

And the manager was disappointed the 
game is off but knows it is out of his hands. 

He said: “You always need to play games, 
that’s what you train all week for. 

“In any position you want to play games, 
you don’t want to have breaks but the ele¬ 
ments are there and we can’t do anything 
about it.” 


Bonser stablising club, says boss 


Walsall boss Chris Hutchings has 
hailed chairman Jeff Bonser for 
keeping the club stable. 

The Saddlers’ accounts, released last 
week, show the owner pumped £546,000 
into the club to help them make a £5,000 
profit in the last financial year. 

Bonser is under continuous fire from fans 
angry at his running of the club — especially 
with Walsall bottom of League One. 

The Saddlers’ game with Oldham was 
called off due to a frozen pitch to give them 
a break from their disgruntled supporters. 

But Hutchings, under extreme pressure 
himself, insisted Bonser and the board are 
doing their best to keep the Saddlers on an 
even keel. “This club is run in the black and 


the accounts have show that. That’s a credit 
to everyone at this football club,” he said. 

“The board do a great job and people don’t 
realise what they do. We have a budget, we 
get on with it and we deal with it. 

Administration 

“Sometimes you might think ‘we need 
more’ but if the money isn’t there we can’t 
do it. If you want a rise and don’t have any 
more money in the bank you don’t get a 
rise.” 

It was the fifth successive year the Sad¬ 
dlers have posted a profit, although critics 
point to the loan Bonser gave the club and 
the rent they pay on the Banks’s Stadium 
and other facilities. The chairman has 


always insisted the Saddlers will never fall 
into administration during his tenure - a 
spectre facing many of their League One 
rivals. 

Hutchings pointed to Plymouth and 
Sheffield Wednesday - who have both been 
served with winding-up orders recently — 
as prime examples of clubs struggling to 
survive during difficult times. 

And Hutchings said Bonser’s prudent 
stance is the right way to go in the current 
financial climate. 

“The board have done fantastically well, 
we can’t argue that fact. We’re grateful for 
what they do because we know the wages 
are going to be there week in, week out,” 
said the under-fire manager. 


Ricketts accused of attacking woman 



Michael Ricketts. 


Former Walsall and 
England striker Michael 
Ricketts is to appear in 
court accused of assault¬ 
ing a woman outside a 
restaurant. 

Ricketts has been 
charged with common 
assault after the female 
suffered a black eye fol¬ 
lowing an alleged alter¬ 
cation in Greater 
Manchester. 

The 32-year-old from 
Four Oaks, Birmingham, 
is due to appear at Traf- 
ford Magistrates Court 
on December 13. Ricketts 


started his career at Four Oaks, Birmingham, 
Walsall before moving was charged with section 
onto Bolton and winning 39 assault and is due to 
an England cap. He also appear before Trafford 
played for Middles- magistrates on Decem- 
brough and Leeds and her 13, 2010. At about 
returned to the Saddlers 7.45pm on Saturday, 
for a second spell in 2008. December 4, an officer on 
Greater Manchester patrol on Ashley Road, 
Police spokesman Stefan Hale, came across a 
Jarmolowicz said: woman being assaulted 

“Michael Ricketts, of outside a restaurant.” 


The Walsall Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by the 
company at Ketley, Telford, 
Shropshire. Thursday, December 9, 2010. 
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Take good care this winter Walsall 



KEEP 

WARM 

AND 

CARRY 

ON 


Our advice on howto keep warm and keep 
well this winter - see inside 


Christmas crackers ■ our handy health guide 
to the Christmas holiday - see back page 
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Take good care this winter 


Be prepared for the cold weather 


There's more to feeling "under the 
weather" than most people realise. 
Cold and wintry conditions can 
cause severe illness and in the 
worst cases, people can die. 

Severe cold snaps like those we 
suffered last winter can have a big 
effect on everyday life - especially 
for these people who are already 
vulnerable because of their age, 
health or disability 

Stay one step ahead of the weather 
by checking the forecasts regularly. 
Severe weather warnings are issued 
on the Met Office website at 

www.rnetoffice.gov.uk or you can 

ring the Customer Centre on 
0870 900 0100 (calls costa 
maximum of 7.5p a minute). 



Get a free seasonal flu jab 

In an average year, 15 out of every 
1 00 people in Walsall will get 
seasonal flu. You are more at risk 
if you are have a long term health 
condition, are older or are pregnant 

You can protect yourself against 
seasonal flu by getting an annual 
jab. You can get a free jab if you: 

• are aged 65 or over 

• are pregnant 

• have serious heart, lung or 
kidney disease 

• have a weak irnrnune system 
caused by disease or medical 
treatment 

• have had a stroke or TIA 
(transient ischaemic attack) 


Speak to your GPor local community 
pharmacist if you think you might 
qualify fora free jab. 

If you don't qualify for a free flu jab, 
you could always pay for one yourself. 
It can costas little as £1 0. 



Stay 

Standing 

Get protected 
against flu. 

Get the flu jab. 


Hu Jab # 


If you a5b or over or have a chronic illness 
contact your GP now for an appointment. 


IJJ3H 

Watsatt 


Avoid catching colds and flu 

Colds and flu spread very easily 
Young children in particular can be 
at risk because their irnrnune system 
is still developing. 

Please follow these simple measures 
to reduce the risk of catching and 
spreading infection: 

* use paper tissues instead of 
cotton handkerchiefs 

* always cover your nose and 
mouth with a tissue when you 
cough or sneeze 

* throw away used tissues as soon 
as possible 

* wash your hands regularly and 
thoroughly using soap and 
warm water 

* make sure your medicine cabinet 
at home is stocked up with over- 
the-counter cough and cold 
remedies 

* drink more low fat milk and eat 
more low fat yoghurt to boost 
yo u r i rn rn u ne sy ste rn 


Heat your home effectively 
and safely 

Some of these energy-saving tips 
may seern obvious but they can 
make a big difference to your bills. 

* Set your heating to the right 
temperature. Your living room 
should be between 18-21 
degrees centigrade with the rest 
of your home at least 16 degrees 
centigrade. Above this and you 
will be wasting money. Below 
this and you may be risking 
your health 

* Set your heating to corne on just 
before you get up and switch off 
just after you've gone to bed. 

* If it's very cold, set your heating 
to corne on earlier and switch 
off later 

* If you have open fires, make sure 
they are properly ventilated 

* If you use a fire or a heater in 
your bedroom at night, always 
keep a window and a door open 

Help to pay your 
heating bills 

There are grants, benefits and 
sources of advice available to you 
to make your home more energy 
efficient, improve your heating and 
keep you bills as low as possible. 

The Winter Fuel Payment is a tax 
free benefit designed to help you 
pay your domestic bills. It's payable 
to people born before 5 July 1 950 
and is worth up to £400 depending 
on your age, whether you live alone 
and what benefits you are already 
getting. 

For more details, call 08459 151515 
weekdays from 8.30arn to 4.30prn 
or visit www. direct gov. uk/w interfuel 
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Christmas Crackers 

Your handy health planner for the holiday 




If you are on a proscription, 
make sure you have enough 
supplies to last you through 
the holiday. 

Stock up on essentials like 
Paracetamol, cough medicines, 
re hydration mixtures, indigestion 
tablets, plasters, bandages, 
antiseptic era am and tissues. 


Walsall Walk-In Health Centre in 
Market Square, Digbeth, Walsall 
is open from Bam to 8pm every 
day of the year. You don’t need 
an appointment to see a doctor 
or a nurse. Call 01922 B58550. 

Walsall’s NHS Dental Access 
Centre will try to see emergencies 
as soon as possible. On week- 
ays, call 01922 B5B542 and at 
weekends or Bank Holidays, call 
0797G 24G404. 

Operating hours may vary. 



Check your local pharmacy 
opening hours ■ including who 
supplies emergency morning 
after contraception - by calling 
NHS Direct on 0B45 4G47 or 
visiting wjvw.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 



Make a resolution to stop 
smoking, get fitter or lose weight 
The Health Trainers team at 
Walsall Community Health will 
work one to one with you to 
achieve your goal for 2011. 

Call them on 01922 444044. 



If you need GP help outside normal 
hours, call your GP surgery and 
follow the recorded advice. 

Walsail’s out-of-hours service is 
for medical issues too urgent to 
wait until your own GP practice 
is next open. 

You will be given advice over the 
phone and, if needed, arrangements 
will be made for you to be seen. 



r\s: 



If you are cooking roast turkey or 
chicken for Christmas Lunch; 

• First make sure the bird is 
properly de-frosted ■ allow 
two hours per pound. 

If you are serving stuffing, 
cook it separately not inside 
the bird. 

Cook your bird thoroughly. 

To check pierce the thickest 
part with a knife or carving 
fork ■ if there’s any pinkness 
or blood in the juices, it 
needs longer in the oven 


Our local A&E is at the Manor 
Hospital, Moat Road, Walsall, 
telephone 01922 721172. 

Please keep A&E for emergencies 
only ■ for example chest pains, 
head injuries, suspected broken 
bones and heavy blood loss. 


Call NHS Direct on 
0B45 4047 for free 
confidential health 
advice round the 
clock every day of 
the year. 









